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EL SALVADOR: FMLN Wins Presidency

By Roger Stoll, Task Force on the
Americas

Ed. Note: The author was an official
observer in the 2009 eectionsin El
Salvador with fellow Task Force members
Sue Sverin, Lucienne
O'Keefe, Dale Sorensen
and George Friemoth. The
Task Force originated
during the war, a part of
the North Amerlcan

movement in support of
the people of El Salvador.

In March, after a
three decade struggle, El
Salvador's  Farabundo
Marti National Libera-
tion Front (FMLN) has
won the presdency, defeet-
ing the right wing Nationd-
ist Republican Alliance
(ARENA) party. Under the
FMLN's leadership, the
country will now join popu-
lar governmentsin Venezu-
ela, Balivia, Ecuador and Nicaragua trying to
free themsdves from US palitica, military and
economic  subjugation.  President-elect
Mauricio Funes, former TV journdigt, and
Vice Presdent-elect Snchez Cerén, former
FMLN commander and Legidative Assembly
member, will take officein June.

Thedectord victory isthe culmination of
a long political and military struggle. The
FMLN was founded in October 1980 as a
codition of five distinct revolutionary politi-
cd-military organizations formed in response
to repressive right-wing governments, super-
exploitation of the workers and peasants, and
an anti-democratic military coup. From 1980
to 1992, civil war raged, ultimately claiming
more than 75 thousand lives. The US spent at
least $7 billion backing the government, which

placed El Sdvador, then a country of fewer
than 6 million people, among the top recipi-
ents of US military aid in the 1980s.

The war was characterized by the unri-
valed brutality of the US-trained and directed
m|I|tary and paramilitary forces. Massacres,

March 15, Mauicio Funes was elected El Salvador's first FMLN president.

disappearances, rapes and indescribable tor-
ture-murders of civilians were routine and
systematic. Some of the Savadoran
government’ s atrocities drew particular inter-
nationd attention. In March 1980, San
Salvador's Archbishop Romero was shot
while celebrating mass. The shooting was a
response to an earlier sermon he had givenin
defense of the right of Sdvadorans to resist
oppression and his cdl for government sol-
diersto disobey ordersto fire on civilians. In
December 1980, four North Americans
(three nuns and a Catholic lay worker) were
raped and murdered while doing humanitar-
ian work in El Salvador. In December 1981,
a El Mozote, Morazén Province, nearly a
thousand civilian men, women and children
were massacred, many after being tortured

and raped, by the military’ s dite Atlacal Bat-
tdion, trained by the US at the School of the
Americas in Fort Benning, Georgia. In No-
vember 1989, 9x priests of the Jesuit univer-
Sty in San Sdvador were killed, dong with

thelr housd<eeper and her daughter.

By 1992 the FMLN
had fought the government
and its US directorate to a
ddemate. There were
many reasonsthe insurgent
forces could not triumph as
Nicaragua's Sandinistas
hed in 1979. El Sdvedor is
physicdly less suited to
. guerilla warfare. It is the
b| most densdy populated
and second-most  defor-
ested country in the West-
S en Hemisphere, while
B Nicaagua is sparsdy
| populated, with numerous
foreted and mountainous
regions from which to
wage a guerilla sruggle.
The US governmert, terri-
fied of arepeat of Nicara-
gua, committed vast re-
sources to the war. And in 1990, the dectord
defet of the Sandinigtasin Nicaragua (a direct
result of the crimind US Contra War and
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El Salvador, continued from page 1

blockede againgt that country) deprived the
FMLN of itsrear-guard dly.

Moreover, the collgpse of the Soviet
Union and Eastern European socidigt statesin
the early 1990s hurt liberation struggles
throughout the third world. A nudlear-armed
USSR could no longer limit the prerogatives of
the US-led western powers. Nor would there
be materid ad, development assistance and
commerce with the sodidigt world that had
been so important to revolutionary Nicaragua.
And Cubd's sudden loss of its main trading
partner and fuel supplier madeit impossiblefor
it to continue practicing the exemplary solidar-
ity it had shown in support of liberation
struggles around the world, in southern Africa,
Grenada and Centrd America For dl these
ressonsthe FMLN hed little choicein 1992 but
to sign the Peace Accords and continue the
struggle as an dectord party.

Yet dter the Accords El Savador re-
maned —and remains—aUSvass ddte, ruled
by the same dlites as before. The ARENA
paty, dong with the smdler right-wing Na-
tiond Conciligion Party (PCN), retained the
politics and personnd of the government and
military leadership of thewar years, dong with
impunity for war crimes. Neoliberdismwasim-
posad more thoroughly than anywhere dsein
Centrd America al the banks were privatized
and s0ld to international companies (tax free,
no less); the currency was abandoned in 2001
infavor of the US dallar, placing the country at
the mercy of US monetary palicy; land and
wedlth are not taxed, leaving only the regres-
sve Vdue Added Tax; child labor laws are
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unenforced; and maguiladoras operate in e
cid "Free Trade Zones' where labor unions
are banned.

In El Sdvador aselsawhere, neoliberdism
effected a massve upward redigribution of
wedlth in what became another savage war
againg the people. While not the poorest
country in the hemisphere, El Sdvador's ex-
treme inequdity (52.4 on the UN Gini Index)
mekes some Savadorans among the poorest
peopleintheworld. 60% liveonlessthan$2a
day, hdf of thase on lessthen $1 aday. Oneof
every three children ismalnourished. Illiteracy
and very low levels of education predominate
in the countryside.

In the Western Hemisphere, the country is
7th from lagt in the UN's Human Develop-
ment Index. Massive unemployment and gov-
ernment corruption have crested epidemic
rates of murder and dreet crime. Because of
the rate of unemployment, underemployment
and unlivable wages, more than one-third of
the ditizenry live abroad. The remittances they
send hometto their families contribute 18% of
the country’s GDP.

In the 15 years since the FMLN entered
elections, democracy in El Salvador hasbeen
blocked by countless obstacles, in addition to
the harsh socid and economic conditions
that everywhere impede expresson of the
popular will.

ARENA consstently outspends the
FMLN in eection campaigns. (ARENA
spent $100 million to the FMLN’ s $5 million
in the 2004 presdentid campaign.) And the
right controls al mgor media One conse
quence of thisisthat the people cannot learn
the truth about popular political opinion. The
only truly reliable and scientific politica poll-
ing is done by the internationdly respected
Public Opinion Inditute of San Sdvador's
University of Centrd America(UCA), not by
the commercia media's hired pollsters. Yet
the academic pollsare Smply never published
in themaingtream media

In 2008, the right ran a fear-based, often
fraudulent campaign againg the FMLN, with
taking points that seem to have been penned
by US handlers. Campaign adswarned thet an
FMLN victory would kill USEl Sdvador rdla
tions and result in a halt to remittances from
Sdvadoransin the US. Other ads claimed that
the FMLN isdigned with internationd terror-
ism, that it wants El Sdvador ruled by Fdd
Cadtro and Hugo Chavez, that it seeks atotdi-
tarian gate and that it is dosdy linked to the
FARC gueilla of Colombia and the ETA

(Baque separatigts) of Spain.

As in the pagt these messages are often
echoed by US government personnd, US leg-
idators and US think tanks. In the 2004 dec-
tion the US dlowed the Sdvadoran medid's
oft-repeated warning of a cutoff of remittances
in the event of an FMLN victory to go unchal-
lenged throughout the campaign. Absent such
USinterference (and massive dection- day vot-
ing fraud), there is little doubt that victory
would have gone to presidential candidate
Shefik Handal, a beloved founder of the
FMLN. Remarkably, a US Embassy officid
admitted USinterference in the 2004 dections.

Other impedimentsto democratic dections
include the massive disenfranchisement of the
2.5 million Salvadoransliving abroad, who can-
not vote without returning to the country. And
as in previous dections, high profile politica
assassinaion marked the campaign season.
This pagt year, FMLN offidds, community
leaders and politica activists have been killed,;
even the son of Presdent-elect Mauricio Funes
was killed lagt year under circumstances many
Sdvadoransbelieveimplicated ARENA.

Election fraud by the ruling ARENA party
(and the dlied PCN) has been the norm in El
Sdlvador. The most common type of fraud has
been bdlot suffing. Next are double vating, the
buying of votes and unauthorized, often foreign
voters, usng fase identification. It is difficult
legdly to address such fraud, since the right
controlsthe Supreme Electord Tribund (TSE)
which hasfind authority over dectionrulevio-
lations. The TSE itsdf violated the Salvadoran
Condtitution in permitting the 2009 eectionsto
be salit in two (municipa and legidetive dec-
tionsin January and the presdentid dectionin
March). This move favored ARENA's vadtly
grester resources. The TSE has d o refused to
implement reddential  voting nationwide,
though that was promised by the 1992 Peece
Accords. Currently voters are assgned to poll-
ing dations aphabeticdly, forcing many to
travel greet digances to vote. Often members
of the same household mugt vote & different
dtes. Nor will the TSE adequatdy verify the
voter regidration ligs, or rlease them to the
public. As a reault, fraud in the ligs is wide-
oread and obvious. For example, one vating
digtrict in an ARENA gronghold has as many
regisered voters as the totd population — in-
cluding children.

The extent and sgnificance of dection
fraud is demondrated by the results. While the

El Salvador, continued on page 3
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GUATEMALA: Breakthrough in Genocide Cases

By NISGUA staff

Ed Note: As the Guatemalan people have
sought to bring to justice those responsible
for egregious human rights violations,
NISGUA (Network in Solidarity with the
People of Guatemala) has provided
accompaniment, advocacy, and public
education for precedent-setting human
rights lawsuits, particularly the cases
againgt former military dictators Rios
Montt and Lucas Garcia, and their
military high commands who are charged
with genocide in Guatemalan courts.
NISGUA has provided physical
accompaniment to witnesses and their
lawyers since they launched Guatemala's
first genocide-case in 2000.

Guatemala's war survivors are closer to
the truth — and to justice — than ever before.
They now have access to key military docu-
ments that will bolster the lega cases charg-
ing former military officidswith genocideand
crimes againgt humanity.

This breakthrough is particularly gratify-
ing consdering the numerous obstacles and
setbacks that have plagued the genocide
cases for eight long years. Most recently, on
February 25, 2009, in violation of a court
order, Defense Ministry officids failed to
submit two of four key documents detailing
military plans during the “scorched-earth”
period of the 1980s. The judge then refused
to accept even the two files that the Minister
did present.

On February 27, the witnesses' Associa
tion for Justice and Reconciliation (AJR)
filed a complaint againgt the Defense Minis-
ter for obstruction of justice. A week later,
the judge accepted the two plans provided
by the Ministry: Victoria 82 and an eight-
page fragment of Firmeza 83. Moreover,
proceedings were initiated to penalize the
disappearance of the other two: Plan Sofia
and Operacion Ixil.

Former officials implicated in the ar-
chives, many of whom till hold powerful po-
sitionsin Guatemala, are on the defensive. In
interviews with the press, genocide-case de-
fendant and current Congressman Efrain
Rios Montt has downplayed the importance
of the documents, calling them “simply
plans,” yet has admitted that he haslost deep
over the matter; and his legal advisors have
tried every possible maneuver to block the

declassification of thefiles.

The RigobertaMencht
Tum Foundation and Con-
gresswoman Otilia Lux
have publicly expressed
their suspicions that Gen-
erd Otto Pérez Malina — [}
2007 Presidentia candi-
date for the Patriot Party —
played a role in suppress-
ing the documents. They
believe that the Patriot
Party’s recent gpproval of
funds for the military
amounted to a payment for
the cover-up.

However, an unoffi-
cia, presumed copy of
Plan Sofia mysterioudy made its way to
President Alvaro Colom's office. The docu-
ment directly identifies Pérez Molina, who
commanded in the hard hit Ixil, Quiché re-
gion during the war.

Even a cursory read of published ex-
cerpts makesit clear why theimplicated par-
ties would prefer to keep these plans under
wraps. Victoria 82 admits outright that army
troops committed “vandalism, rape, robbery,
and destruction of crops” Plan Sofia sets
out a chilling dtrategy for controlling the

Genocide survivors of the AJR demand access to military documents
in February 2009; a month later, they had key filesin their hands.

population: “The population... has lived in
horrible conditions which have mede it fertile
grounds for communist doctrine... | recom-
mend that they be punished and militarily
combated but that later they be granted a
better qudity of life.”

Mario Minera, Director of the Center for
Human Rights Lega Action, mused: “It is
historic that the Army has had to turn over
these pieces of evidence... Itisatacit recog-
nition of their responghility. The locks to
achieving justice have been removed.” @

El Salvador, continued from page 2

relisble UCA palls showed San Sdvador's
popular mayor would be redected in January
by alargetwo-digit margin, she was neverthe-
less defeated. Fraud aso narrowed the
FMLN’s March presdentid win. There the
margin of victory was only a few percentage
points (51.3% to 48.7%), yet the UCA pall
showed the FMLLN consistently ahead by 15to
20% throughout the campaign.

Thus while the right was able to stedl
enough votesin January to deny the FMLN a
smple mgority in the Legidative Assembly
or predominancein the municipdities, it Sm-
ply could not stedl enough votes nationwide
to overcome the FMLN lead in the presiden-
tid dections. (The thousands of nationa and
internationa election observers who camein
response to the FMLN's cdl may have
placed somelimitson eectord fraud.)

The eection of Mauricio Funesis an ex-
traordinary accomplishment of the people of
El Sdvador andthe FMLLN, rightly celebrated
by the solidarity movement. Still, there are

worries. President-elect Funes changed his
public message in the latter days of the cam-
paign, saying he would not abandon El
Sdvador’ sfreetrade policy, CAFTA-DR (the
freetradelaw) or dollarization. Neither would
he undo the amnesty for war crimes commit-
ted during the civil war. And given the power
of Savadoran dites and their internationa
puppet magters, it would be extremdly difficult
for any new government to bring the Sava
doran people the kind of democracy, socid
development, equality and sovereignty which
in this hemisphere only Cubahas achieved.

Yet the FMLN remains a highly unified
and popular party of the left, and the FMLN
platform isdearly anti-neoliberd, anti-imperia
and directed at socid development. Thus we
might expect El Sdvador's new administra-
tion to be in much the same position as other
left-leaning Latin American governments:
while holding a measure of political power,
they remain insurgent governments in resis
tance to imperid powers as well astheir own
nationd dites. ®
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BOLIVIA: Interview with Vice President

By Pablo Stefanoni, Clarin newspaper,
Argentina with translation and
introduction by Federico Fuentes.
Bolivia Rising

Ed. Note: In thisinterview Vice
President Alvaro Garcia Linera explains
why the government rejects the
“delusional” proposal of the right,
arguing that any pact has to begin with
an acceptance of the new constitution
and the process of change underway in
Bolivia.

On January 25, the people of
Boalivia voted overwhelmingly to
gpprove a new conditution, a de-
mand first raised by theindigenous
movements in the early 1990s. It
was aso akey promise of the suc-
cessful 2005 dection campaign of
the country’ sfirst indigenous presi-
dent, Evo Mordes.

The new congtitutional text
will dramaticaly increasetherights
of theindigenous mgjority withina
“plurinationd” gtate. Thisincludes
official recognition of the lan-
guages of Bolivia's 36 indigenous
peoples and the right to “salf gov-
ernment and the exercising of self-
determination,”  alowing for
greater indigenous control over lo-
ca development and natura re-
SOUrCes.

Along with indigenous au-
tonomy, the new congtitution aso
egtablishes autonomy et the depart-
menta, provincid and municipa
level, but within the framework of
defending nationd integrity. The
gate will dso now have greater
control over natural resources, in linewith the
Mordes government’s push to nationdize
drategic parts of the economy. The most re-
cent move was announced two days before
the referendum, when the government bought
out a British Petroleum subsidiary.

Public services are now enshrined asbasic
rights and the state is obliged to ensure access
to such things as water, food, education,
health care, housing, retirement, electricity,
and telecommunications. Education must be
free

A separate question was asked of voters

on whether the new condtitution should limit
private land holdings to 5000 or 10,000 hect-
ares (12,500 or 25,000 acres). The first op-
tion received 80.73% of the vote.

Following the vote, the right-wing oppo-
stion has called for a new nationd pact to
heal palitical divisonsin Balivia, pointing to
the fact that the four eastern dates, con-
trolled by oppostion prefects, voted against
the new condtitution.

Quedtion: Is it possble to submit the
condtitution to a national pact as the opposi-
tion is asking for?

This is a ddusona proposd. The re-

1, el X ‘ v I \.- 1
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Alvaro Garcia Linera (right) with Bolivia's Presi-

dent Evo Morales.

sponse of the government has been clear:
thereisaclear path forward. Asthe president
has dready pointed out, the pact can only be
understood within a framework of applying
and devel oping the new congtitution.

Question: The request for a new pact is
based on the idea of a “ catastrophic dead-
lock,” which was a concept disseminated by
you a few years ago. Why do you think this
is no longer pertinent?

Firdly, in datigtical terms, a 60-40 vic-
tory cannot be seen as a deadlock. And sec-

ondly, in these eections, Bolivians did not
turn up for a confrontation between two na-
tiond projects, which is when the idea of
“ catastrophic deedlock” becomesvadid.

We are in the presence of a nationd
project that is encountering regiondized ress-
tance based on a number of fears. The “No”
to the new condtitution was based on the dis-
semination of fear; fear in relation to religion,
to the family, to property rights. Fear isnot a
political project.

Quegtion: So in your opinion, there are
no longer two Balivias?

My hypothesisisthat the dead-
lock was resolved when the popu-
lar project subsumed the autonomy
project and the right was left with-
out banners. As we saw in the ref-
erendum, the conservetive sectors
have a potentia base but they do
not have a propositiona line. That
is why we are consolidating a
singlematrix of state, economy and
society as expressed in the new
condtitution.

Question: But the government
lost votes in relation to the August
10 recall referendum, while the
pro-autonomy forces [right-wing
forces in the East] once again be-
gin to appear.

One thing is Evo and what he
symbolizesin terms of honesty and
the recuperation of strategic natural
resources, and another thing is a
proposed constitutiona text that
brings with it a series of tensons.
But | want to ingst on the fact that
there is a solid core of 60%. And
this in the context of a confronta-

tion with agrand codition of the right, where
only Donad Duck was missing, and which
sought to activate the most sensible fibers of
LCiety.

Absolutely al of them were there, semi-
disappeared political parties, conservative
sectors of the church, fascist civic forces, op-
position mass media, hard business sectors, dl
cohered around rejection and not the con-
struction of an dternative.

Source: International News, Green Left
Weekly issue #781, 4 February 2009.
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COLOMBIA: Social Conflict Replaces Warfare

By Raul Zibechi, international analyst
for Brecha of Montevideo, Uruguay

Social conflict has overtaken the
center of the political stage, displac-
ing President Alvaro Uribe, who
merely repeats the script that brought
him so much success in the war: the
Indians, sugarcane workers, teachers,
government workers, truckers, and
anyone else who protests and mobi-
lizes is being manipulated by the
FARC guerrillas.

“If you watch what is happening in
Cauca department, you can under-
stand that a new political perspective
has substituted social action for
armed confrontation,” says journalist
and sociologist Alfredo Molano. In
Cauca, in southwestern Colombia,
tens of thousands of Nasa Indians
along with other ethnicities have been
on a“Minga por laVida,” acollective
mobilization in support of life values,
since Oct. 12. And an equal number
of sugarcane cutters have been on
strike for two months. Something is
changing in Colombia.

So far in 2008, the government has
hit the FARC rebel forces hard, but
political initiative no longer residesin
the president’s Narifio Palace offices.
In the street, ways of doing politics
are being reconfigured into mass ac-
tions that cannot be denounced as ter-
rorism, as the president and his clos-
est ministers would wish. The tempta-
tion to criminalize social protest can
lead to a grave failure for Uribe, be-
cause people are beginning to over-
come their fear, and even the union
movement is showing its face.

Strong denunciations of human
rights violations are beginning to ap-
pear at the same time. Uribe was
forced to retire 27 military officersin
a scandal that cost the Army com-
mander, General Mario Montoya, his
job. It was proven that military troops
kidnapped poor young men from ur-
ban peripheries and later counted
them as dead “guerrillas” in the
mountains. Three thousand members
of the military are being investigated
by the justice system. In the last tele-

vised US presidential debate, Barack
Obama told John McCain that as long
as trade union members were being
murdered in Colombia, the Free
Trade Agreement would not be
signed.

September and October have been
filled with strikes, work stoppages,
and demonstrations. Federal Justice
Department workers carried out a
prolonged strike for better wages and
a department budget that would guar-
antee its autonomy. The government
declared a state of “internal distur-
bance,” an outlandish reaction show-
ing the mindset of the government
that thinks it sees guerrillas behind
every union, every strike and every
protest. Shortly afterward, federal
workers in the electoral system, the
“Registraduria,” followed suit, as
later did teachers and truck drivers
who had been on strike in August.

On Sept. 15, 12,000 sugarcane
cutters (CUT) went on strike and oc-
cupied eight sugar mills in Cauca
Valley. The cutters, almost all of
whom are Afro-Colombians, arise at
four in the morning, work from 6:00
am. to 5:00 p.m. under a punishing
sun, and return home around 8:00
p.m., after making 5,400 slashes with
their machetes and inhaling smoke
from the burning canes and the herbi-
cide glyphosate used on the planta-
tions.

They earn about $10 a day and
must pay for their own social secu-
rity, tools, work clothes, and trans-
portation to the cane field. At dusk,
long brown silhouettes can be seen
along the Pan-American Highway be-
tween Cali and Popayan, staggering
like zombies after a criminally brutal
workday.

At the beginning of the strike,
they described their miserable living
and working conditions and won the
support of a good part of the popula-
tion that usually turns its back on de-
mands by Afro-Colombians and in-
digenous people. The authorities
were surprised by the long continua-
tion of a strike they thought would be
over in a few days. The demands

were simple: the cutters want con-
tracts and wages for days not worked
when the mills are shut down and for
days when they seek medical treat-
ment, since accidents at work disable
200 workers each year. And they
want to eliminate the mobile scales
that tip in the owners’ favor.

For the government and the Asso-
ciation of Sugarcane Growers, the
main problem is that the strike forced
the importation of sugar from Ecua-
dor and Bolivia, paralyzed the pro-
duction of ethanol, and raised the
price of gasoline. In a show of little
common sense, the Minister of Social
Protection told the parliament that the
strike was not a social problem but a
protest by criminals. Several cane cut-
ters were detained, and it was decided
to expel foreign journalists who were
covering the strike.

The labor reforms approved in Co-
lombia in 1990 and, especially, in
2002, completely deregulated the la-
bor market. In 1992, for each tempo-
rary job, five permanent ones were
created. With the establishment of the
Associated Work  Cooperatives
(CTAs), labor’s map was turned on
its head: in the first 10 months of
2008, for each permanent job, 10
temporary jobs were created, accord-
ing to a study by the National Univer-
Sity.

With the CTAs, employers avoid
paying fiscal costs and other taxes to
the state and enjoy a huge reduction
in labor costs. The U.S. Congress
questioned the “dumping” of the labor
force, among other issues, in order to
freeze the signing of the Free Trade
Agreement with Colombia.

The cane cutters redoubled their
resistance to the owners, who had to
spend 54 days negotiating with del-
egates from the Sinalcorteros Union.
The cutters were unable to eliminate
the CTAs or get an agreement on di-
rect contracts, but they won a 12%
increase in wages, control over the
weighing scales, and provision of
tools, broader owner coverage of

continued on page 6
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SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS: US Policy in Latin America

By Cispes staff

From April 17-19 heads of state from
throughout the Americas gathered in Trinidad
and Tobago for the 5" Summit of the Ameri-
cas. Presdent-dect of El Savador, Mauricio
Funes, wasinvited as aguest and accompanied
current president Tony Saca a the Summit.
The Summit marked the first opportunity snce
US Presdent Barack Obama selection for him
to meet and share with other leaders of the
region, and to define the new relationship he
has promised with the rest of the Americas.
Obama has pledged to bresk from the Bush
Adminidration’s policies and forge multi-lat-
erd relationships based on mutua respect and
cooperation.

Despitethis pledge, Obama stated early on
that the US' role in the world would remain
centrd conddering the size of its economy.
Many of Latin America s growing number of
leftist presidents took issue with this assertion
and Nicaragua's Danid Ortega and
Argentinad's Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner
criticized this “economic imperidism” in
speechesthey made.

The member countries of the Bolivarian
Alternative for the People of Our Americas
(ALBA) regiond integration initiative refused
to sign the find statement released a the 5™
Summit of the Americas. In astatement signed
by ALBA countries Venezudla, Nicaragua,
Bolivia, Honduras, Cuba, the Dominican Re-
public, and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines;
the two reasons cited for not signing on were
the failure of the document to address or pro-
pose any solutions to the current globd eco-
nomic crigs, and the fact that the Summit “un-
judtifiably excdludes Cuba in a crimind man-

Thefind declaration of the Summit, which
despite the lack of consensuswas officidly ap-
proved, calls for continued promotion and de-
velopment of the Americas private sectors
through the strengthening of the Internationa
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Inter-American
Devdopment Bank (IDB). ALBA’s statement
faults these indtitutions, aong with the World
Trade Organization (WTO) and World Bank,
for causing the globa economic crisis through
the neo-liberd economic conditions they put
on their loans. Another part of the Summit's
find declaration cals on increased investment
in and production of bio-fuds to address the
energy crisis. In aregion being hit hard by the

globd food criss, the idea of devoting land
and natura resourcesto fud instead of food is
condemned by ALBA'’ sdeclaration.
Presidents from Centrd America had a
chance to meet with Obama separately from
the rest of the Summit to discuss themes of
specific interest to the region. As president of
the Centrad American Integration System,
Nicaragua s Presdent Ortega presded over
the meeting. US immigration reform was a
centrd theme of the meeting, with Ortega
noting thet over 5.5 million Central Americans
livein the United States. A record was st last
year with the deportation of over 80,000 Cen-
trd Americans in 2008 done. Other themes

discussed at the meeting included US compa:
nies shutting down operations in Central
America and laying off mass numbers of em-
ployees, organized crime, and drug trafficking.

Ovedl, the Summit was afriendly afair;
however a one point Obama found himsaf
defending the US againgt reminders of recent
and pagt forms of intervention. “The United
States changed. It wasn't easy, but it changed.
| think it is important to remind the leaders
here that the US is not the only one that hasto
change” he said. Still, Obama's promises left
many peoplein Latin Americaskepticd.

Source: CISPES update, April 27, 2009

Colombia, continued fron page 5

missed work for illness or accidents,
and a work day ending at 4:00 p.m.
The union came out of this strength-
ened: it went from 870 to 3,000
members.

Deterioration in working condi-
tions and the constant increase in the
cost of food is at the root of the re-
launching of the work protest. That is
why Molano, persecuted by a govern-
ment that forced him into a six-year
exile, insists that: “The current pro-
test is the tip of the iceberg of a so-
cial movement that can move toward
the democratization of the country.”
The national strike by the CUT union
on Oct. 23, the first of its magnitude
in years, can be taken as a sign of
evolving changes.

The important protest, which dis-
turbed the government the most, be-
gan on Oct. 12 —the Minga of Indig-
enous Peoples —a mobilization of col-
lective and community work that
seeks to reverse the situation of
Colombia’s 100 ethnic groups and
was called by the National Indig-
enous Organization of Colombia
(ONIC), Cauca Regional Indigenous
Council (CRIC), and Association of
Indigenous Councils of Northern
Cauca (ACIN).

The demands are: regjection of the
Free Trade Agreement with the
United States, which they consider an
agreement “between owners and
against the people”; repeal of the

constitutional reforms that subject in-
digenous peoples to isolation and
death; rejection of Plan Colombia,
“which infests our lands and sows
them with displacement and death;”
government fulfillment of its agree-
ments after the 1991 El Nilo massacre
—in which 20 Indians were killed from
the Nasa tribe, the most mobilized
and best organized indigenous group
—including the transfer of thousands
of acres of land promised by the state
as compensation.

The indigenous mobilization began
with the blocking of the strategically
important Pan-American Highway by
some 10,000 people who were bru-
tally attacked by the armed forces,
with two dead and some 90 wounded,
mostly from gunshots. The communi-
ties retreated and occupied other sec-
tions of the highway. When the gov-
ernment refused to meet with them,
they began a march toward Cali,
joined by sugarcane workers and
other union groups.

As on previous occasions, the In-
dians were catalysts for social action,
since their demands are more political
than those of other sectors, and they
are better able to explain them. They
denounced the fact that in the six
years of the Uribe administration,
1,243 Indians were murdered from the
100-plus ethnic groups in Colombia,
and 54,000 were displaced from their

Colombia, continued on page 7
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CUBA: US Lawmakers Push to Open Travel

By Jim Abrams Associated Press

Washington — It's time for Congress to
end the redtrictions that for more than haf a
century have prevented most Americansfrom
vigiting Cuba, a bipartisan group of senators
sadinlate March.

The lawvmakers, a a news conference
where they were joined by trade and human
rights groups, dso made clear that their pro-
posd to dlow traved should be a first step
toward bresking down economic and trade
barriers between the two countries. The travel
embargo, said Sen. Byron Dorgan, D-ND, isa
“failed policy that hasfailed for 50 years.”

Lawmakers, backed by businessand farm
groups seeing new opportunities in Cuba,
have been trying for yearsto chip away at the
trade and travel bans imposed after Castro
took power in Havana in 1959. They have
made little headway because of strong politi-
cal resstance led by Florida s influentid Cu-
ban-American community.

But the Situation has change in the past
year with an ailing Fidel Castro turning politi-
cd control over to his brother Radl and the
election of President Barack Obama, who, like
other Democratic presidents, is more open to
increasing nonpolitica contacts with the Cu-
ban people.

The Obamaadministration, while steering
clear of the more controversid issue of ending
the trade embargo, this month backed changes
making it eesier for Cuban-Americansto visit
and send remittances to their relatives on the
idand. It's dso thought the administration
could take other steps, such as revising rules
that have impeded farm and medical sdesto
Cuba, before a summit of Lain American
countriesin Trinided.

The Dorgan hill — co-sponsored by Rich-
ard Lugar, top Republican on the Foreign Re-
lations Committee; Mike Enzi, ranking Re-
publican on the Health Committee; and Bank-
ing Committee chairman Christopher Dodd,
D-CT — would prevent the presdent from
stopping travel to Cuba except in cases of
war, imminent danger to public hedth or
threets to the physicd safety of US travders.
The legidation is S.428. Reps. Bill Deahunt,
D-MA, and Jeff Hiake, R-AZ, have an identi-
cd hill in the House with 120 co-sponsors
(HR. 874).

Dorgan sad there are sufficient votes in
both chambers to pass the legidation, a-

though thereis certain to be lively oppostion.
Sen. Robert Menendez, D-NJ, the son of Cu-
ban immigrants, dowed confirmation of sev-
erd adminigtration officials and passage of a
mgjor gpending bill becausethat bill contained
the changes in rules on Cuban-American
travel. Cuban-born Sen. Me Martinez, R-FL,
said he would continue to oppose the legida
tion. “Thisis the time to support pro-democ-
racy activigsin Cuba, not provide the Castro
regime with aresource windfal.”

Supporters stressed that Cubaiis the only
country in the world to which the United
States banstravel; there are afew exceptions,
such asfor journdists or humanitarian visits,
They said open travel would make Cubans
more favorable to American people and
idess. “I think it will make a huge impact. It
will change Cuba,” said Enzi, R-WY .

The ligt of groups supporting the hill, in-
cluding the American Farm Bureau, the US
Chamber of Commerce and associations rep-
resenting rice, wheet and dairy industries, was

indicative of the broader gods of opening up
Cuba. American Farm Bureau Federation
president Bob Stallman said tightly controlled
food sdes to Cuba, initiated by the Clinton
adminigtration, could grow from the current
$400 million a year to more than $1 hbillion
with eased redtrictions.

Ending the travel ban, said the Chamber
of Commerce’ sMyron Brilliant, “isan impor-
tant first step. We adso want to see an end to
the trade embargo.” Dodd sad that while
thereis support for lifting the travel ban, it was
too early to tak about ending the trade em-
bargo. “That's a gep too far at this juncture”

'----------.‘

B URGENT ACTION: Contact B
your member of Congress and

: make sure that he/she supports

1 Freedom to Travel to Cuba.

‘.----------'

Colombia, continued fron page 6

lands. The motto, “We are all cane
cutters, we are all Indians,” showed a
new political and social connection in
a country until recently polarized,
and paralyzed, by war.

In Cali more that 20,000 indigenous
people waited four hours for Uribe to
show up in order to begin a round of
conversations, after having walked for
a week along the Pan-American High-
way. Uribe finally arrived as the Indi-
ans, tired of waiting, were leaving. The
mis-encounter of Sunday, Oct. 19, was
not improved by the Nov. 2 meeting in
La Maria (Piendamd), where thousands
of indigenous people have been gath-
ered since Oct. 12 and have formed
what they call a Land of Dialogue, Co-
existence, and Negotiation.

After six hours of listening to presi-
dential arrogance and providing data to
show the continual violation of human
rights in Colombia, the Indigenous and
Popular Minga decided to “walk the
word,” to keep walking in support of
life. The Minga then marched 300 kilo-
meters to Bogota. Groups joined from
Antioquia, Narifiia and Guajira. Other

popular sectors also joined the human
river of resistance.

On November 22 the Minga became
a national demonstration converging on
the capital city’s main plaza demanding:
Human Rights; Return of Territories;
Implementation of State Agreements
with the social sectors.

Throughout the process, indigenous
leaders and independent indigenous me-
dia outlets were persecuted. And
people were assassinated. Despite these
problems a conference of delegates
from Afro-descendent students, trade
unions, indigenous and many other or-
ganizations met to affirm their support
for the ongoing Minga of Social and
Community Resistance. During the con-
ference a plan of sector mobilizations
was decided on through 2009 leading
up to a summit of social organization in
the last quarter of thisyear. The partici-
pants know full well that some of them
will pay with their lives for standing up
to the regime.

Source: www.americalpolicy.org or
http://americas.irc-online.org/am/5725
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Letter to Obama

Ed. Note: In early April 2009 this letter
was circulated by the Alliance for
Responsible Trade, Ouixote Center.

Dear President Obama,

At the upcoming Summit of the Americes,
you will have the opportunity to demongtrate
how the change you promise can trandaeinto
new paliciestowardsthe hemisphere. The his-
tory of relaions between the United States
and Latin Americais a painful one, based on
domination and military intervention to assure
compliance with U.S. agendas.

Progressve governments have been
democraticdly eected in many Latin Ameri-
can countries. These governments are pro-
moting agendas that meet the needs of ther
impoverished mgorities. The prevailing eco-
nomic model has not worked for most people
in Latin Americaor the earth. For this reason,
many governments, spurred by their socid
movements, are implementing dramatic new
policies. These policies reverse the concentra-
tion of resources so thet the wedth of their
countriesis not controlled by afew, or stolen
by transnational companies, but is used to
serve the common good. Four countries in
Latin Americahave made sgnificant improve-
ment between 2002 and 2007 in narrowing
the gap between people at extreme ends of the
income spectrum; Venezuela, Balivia, Brazil
and Nicaragua.

The upcoming Summit of the Americas
will offer an opportunity for you to set anew
course in US relations with the hemisphere.
The people of Lain America need the same
things you have said people in the United
States need: good jobs, education, hedthcare,
food, and a decent home. The United States
must respect each country’s autonomy and
not interfere in its sovereign right to seek the
well-being of its people. New relaions be-
tween the United States and the rest of the
continent must be based on tota respect for
sovereignty, mutuality, and cooperation with-
out conditions or impositions.

For the Summit of the Americas the
people of the continent are not hoping for
‘generous offers’ from your government; they
hope for horizontal relaions between equals,
s0 that together we can find solutions to the
current crisiswhich was generated by the am-
bitions of afew. The people of Latin America
should not be made to pay for a criss they

have not crested.

To confront the globd criss and reestab-
lish relations between the United States and
the rest of the hemisphere, we need agree-
ment on the following points:

Debit: In this moment of economic crisis,
your own Adminigtration has thrown away
the rule book, articulating the need for un-
precedented spending to creste jobs and
gimulate the economy with additiona spend-
ing on education, hedth care, and greening
the economy. Latin American countries have
aso been severely impacted by the crisis, yet
they have no stimulus and fewer policy op-
tions available. Many countries are crippled
with massive external debt which must be
paid before responding to the desperate needs
of their people.

The dtuation demands more radical debt
cancellation programs and eimination of the
conditiondities imposed by Internationd Fi-
nancia Inditutions, which severely limit the
ability of Latin American countries to re-
spond to the crisgs. We welcome your initia-
tives to make additiona resources available,
but these are only viableif they comewithout
conditionalities which  have forced
privatizetion of public resources, leading to
the further impoverishment of peopleinthese
countries. You must accept the re-nationd-
ization of resources and services when gov-
ernments determine that they belong in the
public domain.

Militarization: We ask the United States
to cooperate with efforts to de-militarize the
countries of the hemisphere. Money spent on
wegponsor themilitary ismoney whichisnot
available for food, education or health care.
Latin American democracies and citizens
have been brutdized by military solutions to
socid problems and troops trained in torture
a the Western Hemisphere Indtitute for Se-
curity Cooperation, previoudy known as the
Schoal of the Americas. Their police and
military should not betrained in U.S. schools
to oppress and torture. It is time to shutter
these programs. The United States must also
recal the Fourth Heet from the hemisphere
and close our military basesin the region.

Increased funding for the Merida Initia-
tiveand Plan Colombiawill only incressevio-
lence and human suffering. Funds should be
spent on meeting basic human needs. It is
time for a new, non-military approach to
solving drug problems. It is aso time for the
United States to cease manufacturing and ex-
porting wesgponswhich only increese levels of

violence in dl of our countries. At the same
time the anti-democratic, corporate-driven Se-
curity and Prosperity Partnership, which has
resulted in intensified military intervention in
Mexico and Canada, must be hdted, and not
extended to the rest of the hemisphere, given
its failure to resolve the problems of these
countries.

Democracy building: It isclear that coun-
tries in Latin America are engaged in pro-
found democratic change. The US role has
often been to undermine these governments
because they don't defend the interests of our
corporations. US funds supplied through the
Nationa Endowment for Democracy and
similar ingtitutions are routinely used to sub-
vert popular governments, promote instabil-
ity, political turmoil, and violence. Ironically,
these NED ‘democracy building' programs
are often used to undermine democracy.
These indtitutions need to be dismantled and
funds redirected to governments for use in
meeting vital human needs. USAID pro-
gramswhich promote Smilar objectives must
aso be diminated.

Trade: We beieve that trade between our
countries can, under proper conditions, bring
mutua benefits. However, there are funda:
menta flaws in the current model which was
designed exclusively to promote the interests
of corporations rather than people. A compre-
hensvere-visting of existing agreements must
be thefirst step, and movement on dl pending
FTAs must be postponed. Our concerns are
articulated in the comprehensive Alternatives
for the Americas document, written by mem-
bers of the Hemispheric Socid Alliance. Two
areas which demand urgent rethinking are in-
vestment and agriculture. Investment provi-
sions must focus on empowering govern-
mentsto raise standards of living. As currently
written, investment provisons do nearly the
opposte and function asagraitjacket, limiting
governments ahilitiesto control transnationd
corporations and capitd. Current rules inhibit
governments from protecting food security
and sovereignty. The economic crisis brings
into serious question the benefits that were
promised under the ‘ Free Trade€ model.

We propose three immediate actions you
could take before the Summit begins, which
could signa a change of spirit. These actions
would demongrate that you recognize that
the world has changed in dramatic ways, and
that a new relationship with the hemisphereis

Obama, continued on page 9
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IMMIGRANTS: Jailed Without Justice

By Ken McLaughlin, San Jose
Mercury News

In a scathing report on the trestment of
immigration detainees held in detention centers
and more than 300 local facilities such asthe
Santa ClaraCounty Jail, Amnesty Internationd
charges the federd government violates hu-
man rights by dlowing tens of thousands of
peopleto languish in custody every year with-
out receiving hearings to determine whether
their detention is warranted.

According to the 51-page report from the
human rights group released today, the vast
mgjority of the detainees have ahard time get-
ting an attorney, some o desperatethey ask to
be deported even if they believe they're en-
titled to stay inthis country. “ Officids arelock-
ing up thousands of human beingswithout due
process and holding them in a sysem that is
impossible to navigate’ said Larry Cox, ex-
ecutive director of Amnesty International
USA.

Reflective of a new adminigration trying
to soften ICE's often harsh reputation during
the Bush era, the US Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement (ICE) says Amnesty might
have some good points. “We do see reason for
concern and are working hard to improve,”’
sad Cori Basstt, an | CE spokesvoman based
in Washington, D.C. “We care deeply about a
fair, humane sysem for folksin our custody.”’

Much of the research for the report, titled
“Jailed Without Jugtice: Immigration Deten-
tioninthe USA,” was donein the Bay Areq,
whose main facility for immigration detainees
is the Santa Clara County Jail, where nearly
200 such detainess are incarcerated.

Amnesty’ scriticiam of thejall isrddively
muted. The report’'s mogt serious complaint is
that thejail commingles crimind inmateswith
immigration detainees— which Amnesty says
isaviolaion of international standards because
people in “civil adminigrative detention’
should be kept separate from criminds. Such
commingling, however, is a common practice
in the immigration detention system through-
out the country.

Santa Clara County began housing immi-
gration detainees in 2003 — and now depends
on the income from its federd contracts with
the Department of Homeland Security and the
U.S. Marshds Sarvice as the county’ s budget
gap grows. In the last fisca year, which ended
in October, the county received nearly $7 mil-

lion from ICE.

| CE says about 40 percent of the peopleit
incarceratesare“ crimind diens’ - aswesping
term that includes everyone fromillegd immi-
grants awaiting deportation after finishing
state prison sentencesto legd permanent resi-
dentstargeted for deportation becausethey’ve
been convicted of serioustraffic offenses The
remainder are undocumented immigrants, of-
ten picked up in immigration raids at work-
places and homeswhereimmigration fugitives
are suspected to be hiding.

The fact the county houses so many im-
migration detainees has generated little con-
troversy over the years. “But | think thet this
report will raise a lot of eyebrows’” sad
Blanca Alvarado, who recently stepped down
as acounty supervisor.

Last year, The New York Times, the
Washington Post and CBS News found evi-
dence of shoddy hedlth care, secrecy, lax stan-
dards and inadequate staff in the detention
system, where more than 400,000 people end
up each year.

During the past decade the number of im-
migrants in detention each day has tripled
from 20,000 in 1996 to more than 30,000 last
year. “It's easy to lock up someone, throw
away the key and then make him prove that
ICE iswrong,” said Banafsheh Akhlaghi, di-
rector of Amnesty’sWestern regiond officein
San Francisco.

Amnesty says in the report that ICE in-
creasingly relies on contracts with states and
counties to house its detainees — two-thirds
arenow held inlocd and dete facilities—and
that the practice leads to abuses. Amnesty

saysoverdght is“dmost nonexigtent.”’

But Senta Clara County Jail officids say
Amnesty seems to be off the mark on the
“oversght’’ point. Edward Flores, chief of the
County Depatment of Correction, sad the
mainjail and the women' sfacility at Elmwood
go through annua I1CE inspections as well as
monthly audits, and have “been found to be
acceptable.”’

Unlike crimind defendants, who are en-
titled to a free attorney if they cannot afford
one, low income immigrants usualy have to
depend on the kindness of pro-bono attorneys.
The result is that more than 80 percent of
immigration detainesslack alawyer.

In the Bay Area, immigration detainees
looking for free attorneys depend mostly on
two groups: the Asan Law Caucus in San
Francisco and the Immigration Law Clinic at
the Universty of Cdifornia Davis Schoal of
Law. But those groups are inundated with re-
quests.

Sn Yen Ling, who handlesdl of theimmi-
grant detention cases for the Asian Law Cau-
cus, sad the group gets about five dally cdls
from detained immigrants and their relatives,
but can only take a maximum of three cases
per month.

Without representation, Amnesty says,
many immigrantsimply give up and return to
their home countries, even if they fed they
have a strong case that they're entitled to stay
in the United States.

Source: http://www.commondreams.org/
headline/2009/03/25-0

Obama, continued fron page 8

imperative. They are:

1¢ — Normdize relations with Cuba and
end the economic blockade: Recognize that
the world has changed in the last 50 years; an
embargo on Cuba serves no purpose. To
jump start the new relaionship, we challenge
you to invite Cuban Presdent Raul Castro to
attend the Summit with full gatus.

2nd- Normalize relations with Bolivia
Theexpulsion of Ambassador Goldbergwasa
consequence of unacceptable U.S. interven-
tion. We chdlenge you to normaize diplo-
matic relations with Bolivia and immediately
restore ATPDEA preferences which were re-
voked as aform of revenge by the Bush Ad-

minigtration and againg the will of the U.S.
Congress.

3rd — Normédlize relations with Venezu-
ea The United States should not pendize
President Chavez, whose rule has been legiti-
mized by more electoral processes than any
other leader in the hemisphere. We insgt that
you extend your hand to the people of Ven
ezuela, who have a profound connection to
the United States. Venezuda is aso one of
our mogt important trading partners in the
hemisphere. Secretary Clinton needs to stop
the ‘war of words with Mr. Chavez.

These actions would send strong sgnds
of good will, and demonstrate a concrete
commitment to the change so urgently needed
at thismoment and for the future. @
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NEWS BRIEFS
Not Just Change but Justice:

US Trade Policy and Its Impacts on Food, Land and Immigration in the Americas.

i | | The half-day conference
- ’ held on May 2 at UC Berke-
ley was ajoint project of the
Latin America Solidarity
Coadition (LASC) and the
North America Congress on
Latin America (NACLA).
The program examined such
issues as food security,
biofuelsand GMOs, NAFTA
and migration, and indig-
enous land rights.

Grassroots groups and in-
dividuas cametogether to as-
sess the recent higtory of US

trade policies toward the re-
—_— N L ) . | gionwith the godl of creeting
“H\Hl 3 : 2 #| afuture that places the rights
o et MRENERRE . g | of people above profits.

LASOLIDARITY.0RG

NACLA.ORG

= = e R, vas B 'l\-b. £
Moderator: Christy Thornton, NACLA; Panalists. Maria Ramos, NISGUA; Eric Holt Giménez, Director of
Food First; Katherine Hoyt, Nicaragua Network; David Bacon, author, "lllegal People"; Angus Wright,
professor, Cal. State Sacramento; Martin Sanchez, Consul General of Venezuela in San Francisco; Colin

Rajah, Migrant Rights Program NNIRR.

ECUADOR: Correa
Triumphs

Ecuadorian President, Rafael Correa, was
re-elected yesterday in a large fied with an
impressve 51.7 percent of the vote to serve
another term as head of dtate. llludtrating his
widespread popularity in the country, his un-
tainted presidentia victory comes as the first
such eectord triumph since 1979 that did not
require a later run-off vote. His closest con-
tender, Lucio Gutiérrez, managed to com-
mand only 28.4 percent of the bdlot. Finishing
in third with the lowest level of support in his
four bids for the presidency, banana magnate,
Alvaro Noboa saw hisright-leaning electorate
serioudy dwindle.

It could be argued that Correa is one of
the most successful contemporary Latin
American political leaders of this era. Since
taking office, he has come forth with a very
specific socio-palitica program which hassig-
nificantly aleviated the country’s politica in-
stability and hobbling strategic and economic
conditions, while a the same time advancing
his overt leftist platform aimed at job cregtion
and lifting the country’ sliving standards. “ So-

Photo: Mark Slva

cidism, of course, will continue. The Ecua
dorian people voted for that,” he exclamed
after his victory Sunday. “When have we
concealed our ideologica orientation? We
are going to emphasize this fight for socia
judtice...”

Despite having expelled apair of US dip-
lomats stationed in Quito this year on dlega
tions of their “ unacceptable meddling” in Ec-
uadorian matters, Correa has generaly
avoided going out of his way to flall at the
US. At the same time he did not fawn over
seeking Washington's goodwill when he an-
nounced that the US lease on the military and
anti-drug base a Manta would not be re-
newed in November. The same cannot be
sad of his Ieft-leaning counterparts, Hugo
Chévez of Venezuda, and Evo Mordes of
Boalivia, who never avoided exchanging pot
shots with the Bush White House, but seem
more interested in re-establishing adiplomatic
rel ationship with Washington now that anew
president is occupying the White House.

Having been largely effective a maintain-
ing relaively good relationswith Washington
while till holding his own, Correa appears
keen on continuing his socia and economic

programs. Although he does expend a good
dedl of timeon political dickering and forming
non-productive dliances, he is not anything
likearegiond visonary inthemold of Chavez
or Mordes. Correa s pragmétic, hands-on na-
ture and his genuine preference for domestic
meatters over foreign affairs, and being hisown
man rather than fabricating a satellite person-
ity isadecided asst. Corred sfeisty perfor-
mance has improved the myth or redlity that
the Ecuadorian poor believe that their pres-
dent has dragticaly improved the lives of ev-
eryday Ecuadorians, including themselves.

Source: Council of Hemispheric Affairs,
April 27, 2009

VENEZUELA: Colombian
Drug Labs Dismantled

On March 11, the Venezudan govern-
ment reported it had dismantled seven drug
[aboratories near the Colombian border, seiz-
ing 420 kilos (925lbs) of cocaine and coca
paste. Authorities also confiscated a large
quantity of chemicals used in transforming
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coca into cocaine. No arrests were made be-
cause the labs were “a scant 300 meters from
the Colombia border,” which alowed the oc-
cupants to escape.

Interior Minigter Terek El Aissami sad
this operation showed Venezudd s determina
tion and readiness to continue making
progressin the head-on fight againgt drug traf-
ficking. While Venezuda is not a drug-pro-
ducing nation, neighboring Colombia— recipi-
ent of around 6 hillion in US ad over the past
nine years — is the world's leading source of
cocaine, and some of that product is moved
through Venezuelan territory.

In 2005 President Hugo Chavez expelled
the US Drug Enforcement Agency from Ven-
ezuela after accusing it of palitical espionage
and corruption. Chavez responds to US criti-
cism about his country’s counter-narcotics
policy by citing documented large drug sei-
zures made by Venezudan police and de-
nouncing Washington's complaints as politi-
cdly motivated.

Source: venezuelanalysis.com, March
11, 2009

US/CUBA: Posada
Carriles Indicted

On April 8, afedera grand jury accused
anti-Castro Cuban exile and former CIA op-
erative Luis Posada Carriles of lying to US
authorities about his role in bomb attacks
againg tourist sitesin Cubain 1997.

In an indictment filed by the grand jury in
El Paso, Texas, Posada is accused of seeking
to “obstruct and impede’ the work of the US
government by lying during an immigration
interview about his role in the attacks. An
Italian man waskilled in the 1997 bomb blasts
in Cubain acase the indictment highlights as
an " offenseinvolving internationd terrorism.”
The arraignment of Posada, who has a long
history of violent oppodtion to former Cuban
leader Fidel Castro, has been st for April 17.
Jury sdlection for atria isexpected on August
10.

Posada i s wanted in both Cuba and Ven-
ezuela, where heis accusad of masterminding
the 1976 suitcase bombing of a Cuban airliner
that killed 73 people. That bombing occurred
while Posada, anaturadized Venezudan, lived
inthe ail-rich nation.

The latest indictment marks the first time
snce Posadaarrived inthe US seeking asylum
in March 2005 thet he has been linked in a

court's proceeding to the Cuban bombing
which killed Itdlian nationd, Fabio di Cdmo.

Source: Tom Brown, Reuters, April 9,
2009

PERU: Fujimori Convicted

On April 17, former Peruvian Presdent
Alberto Fujimori was convicted of human
rights violations and was sentenced to 25
years. The higtoric verdict marksthefirg time
an elected head of Sate has been convicted of
human rights abuses by anationd court in his
own country. A pand of three judges found
Fujimori guilty for his role supervisng the
murder, kidnapping, and torture of civilians
by deeth squads waging a counterinsurgency
campaignin the early 1990s.

“The Supreme Court of Peru’s convic-
tion of former Presdent Alberto Fujimori is
an extraordinary example of the rule of law
prevaling over the rule of men. Pery, a
young and fragile democracy recovering from
years of violence, sets an important example
for dl nations: ared democracy isonly pos-
sble where no one is above the law and the
victims can achieve justice. We applaud
today’ s ruling and the hope it brings to thou-
sands of victims and their representatives
working to seek judtice,” said Pamela Mer-
chant, Executive Director of the Center for
Jugtice and Accountahiility.

Source: www.cja.org, April 7, 2009

HAITI: Senatorial
Elections

Haiti’'s Provisona Electoral Council
(CEP) suspended voting for senatorson April
19 in the Centra Plateau department after
violence disrupted the processtherein at least
three cities. A candidate and his supporters
occupied apolling placein Lascahobas, inthe
Central Plateau near the border with the Do-
minican Republic. Armed men in five ve-
hicles disrupted voting at two palling places
in downtown Mirebdais, and an eection
worker received a bullet wound early in the
day. Locd eectord authorities suspended
voting in Saut D’ eau after people threw rocks
at one voting center and charged into others.

Senator Edmonde Supplice Beauzile,
who took refuge in Mirebaais Mirage hotel

with the candidate of her Fusion Center party,
charged that there was a plot by President
René Prévd’s LESPWA (“Hope’) party and
the Haitian Citizens Union for Democracy,
Development and Education (UCADDE) to
prevent the likely victory of the Fusion candi-
date. The UCADDE s Willot Joseph was re-
portedly carrying a Gdil assault rifle and
threstening to kill Senator Beauzile if he saw
her.

Voting continued in the rest of the coun-
try; 12 of the 30 sedts in the national Senate
were up for renewd. “The people have
voted,” CEP presdent Frantz-Gérard S.
Verret sad a the end of the day, “but not
massively.” Therewere no officid figureson
turnout nationwide, but observers sad it was
very low. The CEP had rejected the candi-
dates of Lavalas Family (FL) party of former
presdent Jean-Bertand Arigtide (1990-1996
and 2001-2004), who refused to file paper-
work from his exile in South Africa and the
party cdled for a boycott of the election.
Verret complimented FL. members for their
“citizen-like behavior” and said they had not
been blamed for any of the violence.

Source: Weekly News Update on the
Americas, # 986, April 19, 2009

Martinique and
Guadeloupe: Strikes
Settled

On March 14, the French government
and the government of the French Caribbean
department of Martinique signed an accord
with a codition of unions and grassroots
organizationsthat led adtrike lasting over one
month. The accord, meetsaprincipal demand
of the strikers: a raise of 200 euros a month
($253) for low-wage workers.

The settlement is smilar to the accord
won on March 4 by a44-day genera grikein
the nearby department of Guade oupe, which
helped trigger the drike in Martinique. In
Guaddoupe as many as 100,000 marched in
the dtreets demanding socid and economic
change. There were violent confrontations
with the French police, and the death of one
union militant. But in the end the French gov-
ernment agreed to a 200euro increase in the
monthly minimum wage.

Source: Weekly News Update March 22,
2009
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Delegations for 2009

Venezuela: June 17-26

After 10 Years of the Bolivarian Revolution, come
find out what’s REALLY going on in Venezuela
today. Travel from Caracas to the coast and to the
state of Lara. Explore the revolution from within
and celebrate the Afro-Venezuelan San Juan
festival. $1450- $1250 from Caracas. Contact Dale
at geodalel@earthlink.net Co-sponsors: Task Force
and SOA Watch

Caravan to Cuba: July 3-August 3

15 routes will visit 130 US and Canadian cities.
Travel in school buses, trucks and cars to Cuba
via Mexico with construction, medical and
educational supplies collected from groups across
the US as a collective challenge to the US
blockade and travel ban on Cuba. Join, as a
vehicle passes through your community, or meet
in Texas on July 18. Spend 9 days in Cuba
returning August 3. Contact cucaravan@igc.org or
212/926-5757. for an application or to donate.
See: www.pastorsforpeace.org
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Bolivia: August 14-24

“Social Movement Democracy” On Jan. 25 the Bolivian
people approved a new constitution, a demand first
raised by the indigenous social movements. Travel will
begin in Santa Cruz, then to Cochabamba of “water
war” fame, on to La Paz and the coca growing area of
Los Yungas. $1350 includes hotels, most meals and
internal flights. Contact Dale at geodalel@earthlink.net.

or 415/924-3227 Co-sponsors: Task Force and SOAW

NEW  Chile: October 8-18

Experience the magic of springtime while grasping how
the deep wound of Pinochet remains raw. Answer the
question: is Chile the economic model of success that it
is purported to by mainstream economists? Learn how
the Mapuche people are struggling to keep their vibrant
culture alive and join them on October 12 for the “Day
of Indigenous Resistance.” Our guide Pablo Ruiz is a
former political prisoner under Pinochet, a torture
survivor. $1300 includes accommodations, most meals
and in-country transportation. Contact: Dale Co-
sponsors: Task Force and SOA Watch.
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