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US: Militarizing Latin America

By Noam Chomsky

“The“drug war’—likethe “war on crime”’
and “the war on terror’— is pursued for rea
sons other than the announced goas.”

The United States was founded asan “in-
fant empire’ in the words of George Wash-
ington. The conquest of the nationd territory
was agrand imperid venture. From the earli-
et days, control over the hemisphere was a
critica god.

Latin America has retained its primacy
in US globa planning. If the United States
cannot control Latin America, it cannot ex-
pect “to achieve a successful order else-
wherein theworld,” observed President Ri-
chard M. Nixon's National Security Council
in 1971, when Washington was considering
the overthrow of Salvador Allende's gov-
ernment in Chile,

Recently the hemisphere problem hasin-
tengfied. South America has moved toward
integration, a prerequisite for independence,
has broadened internationd ties, and has ad-
dressed interna disorders— foremog, thetra-
ditiona rule of arich Europeanized minority
over aseaof misary and suffering.

The problem came to a head a year ago
in Bolivia, South America s poorest country,
where, in 2005, the indigenous majority

elected a president from its own ranks, Evo
Moraes. In August 2008 after Moraes
victory in arecal referendum, the opposi-
tion of US-backed dlites turned violent,
leading to the massacre of as many as 30
government supporters.

In response, the newly-formed Union
of South American Republics (UNASUR)
called a summit meeting. Participants — all
the countries of South America — declared
“their full and firm support for the constitu-
tional government of President Evo Mo-
rales,” whose mandate was ratified by abig
majority. “For the first time in South
America s history, the countries of our re-
gion are deciding how to resolve our prob-
lems without the presence of the United
States,” Morales emphasized.

Another manifestation: Ecuador’s presi-
dent Rafael Correa has vowed to terminate
Washington's use of the Manta military
base, the last such base open to the United
States in South America. In July, the US
and Colombia concluded a secret ded to
permit the United States to use seven mili-
tary basesin Colombia

The officid purposeisto counter narcot-
ics trafficking and terrorism, but senior Co-
lombian military and civilian officidsfamiliar
with negotiations told the Associated Press,

“that the ideaisto make Colombia aregiona
hub for Pentagon operations” The agree-
ment provides Colombia with privileged ac-
cessto US military supplies, according to re-
ports. Colombia had already become the
leading recipient of US military aid (gpart
from Israel-Egypt, a separate category).

Colombiahas had by far theworst human
rights record in the hemisphere since the Cen-
tral American wars of the 1980s. The corrdla
tion between US aid and human rights viola:
tions has long been noted by scholarship.

The AP dso cited an April 2009 docu-
ment of the US Air Mobility Command,
which proposes that the Palanquero base in
Colombiacould become a* cooperétive secu-
rity location.” From Palanquero, “nearly half
the continent can be covered by aC-17 (mili-
tary trangport) without refueling,” the docu-
ment states. This could form part of “agloba
en route srategy,” which “helps achieve the
regiona engagement strategy and assistswith
the mobility routing to Africa”

On Aug. 28, UNASUR met in Bariloche,
Argentina, to consider the US military bases
in Colombia. After intense debate, the final
declaration stressed that South Americamust
be kept as“aland of peace,” and that foreign
military forces must not threaten the sover-
eignty or integrity of any nation of the region.
And it instructed the South American De-
fense Council to investigate the Air Mobility
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US Military, continued from page 1

Command document.

The bases officid purpose did not es-
cape criticism. Morales said he witnessed US
soldiers accompanying Bolivian troops who
fired a members of his coca growers union.
“So now we're narco-terrorists,” he contin-
ued. “When they couldn’t call uscommunists
anymore, they called us subversives, and then
traffickers, and since the September 11 at-
tacks, terrorists.” He warned that “the history
of Latin Americarepeatsitsaf.” The ultimate
respongihility for Latin America's violence
lieswith US consumers of illegal drugs Mo-
raes said; “If UNASUR sent troops to the
United States to control consumption, would
they accept it? Impossible.”

That the USjustification for its drug pro-
grams abroad is even regarded as worthy of
discussion is yet another illustration of the
depth of theimperia mentality.

Last February, the Latin American Com-
mission on Drugs and Democracy issued its
andysis of the US “war on drugs’ in past
decades. The commission, led by former
Latin American presidents Fernando Cardoso
(Brazil), Ernesto Zedillo (Mexico), and Cesar
Gaviria (Colombia), concluded that the drug
war had been a complete failure and urged a
drastic change of policy away from forceful
measures a home and abroad and toward
much less costly and more effective measures
— prevention and trestment. The commission
report, like earlier studies and the historical
record, had no detectable impact. The non-
response reinforces the natural conclusion
that the “drug war”— like the “war on crime”’
and “the war on terror”—is pursued for rea
sons other than the announced gods, which
are revedled by the consequences.

During the past decade, the United States
has increased military aid and training of
Latin American officersin light infantry tac-
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tics to combat “radical populism’—a con-
cept that, in the Latin American context,
sends shiversup the spine. Military training is
being shifted from the State Department to
the Pentagon, eliminating human rights and
democracy provisons formerly under con-
gressona supervision, aways wesk but at
least a deterrent to some of the worst abuses.
The US Fourth FHeet, disbanded in 1950, was
reactivated in 2008, shortly after Colombia's
invasion of Ecuador with responghility for
the Caribbean, Central and South America,
and the surrounding waters. Its “various op-
erations include counter-illicit trafficking,
Thester Security Cooperation, military-to-
military interaction and bilateral and multina-
tiond training,” the officia announcement
sys

Militarization of South America aligns
with much broader designs. In Irag, informa:

tionisvirtudly nil about the fate of the huge
US military bases there, so they presumably
remain for force projection. The cost of the
immense city-within-a-city embassy in
Baghdad isto riseto $1.8 hillion ayear, from
an estimated $1.5 billion. The Obama admin-
igration is aso building mega-embassies in
Pakistan and Afghanistan. The United States
and United Kingdom are demanding that the
US military base in Diego Garcia be ex-
empted from the planned African nuclear-
wegpons-free-zone — as US bases are off-
limitsin similar zoning effortsin the Pacific.
In short, moves toward “a world of
peace’” do not fall within the “change you
can believe in,” to borrow Obama's cam-

paign dogan.

Source: In These Times, September 9,
2009 (web only)

COLOMBIA: Base Agreement Signed

By John Lindsay-Poland, Fellowship
of Reconciliation (FOR)

On October 30, Colombian and US offi-
ciasggned an agreement to grant the United
States the use of at least seven military bases
in Colombiafor ten years, an agreement that
was fiercdy criticized by South American
leeders, Colombian civil society, USlawmak-
ersand humanitarian groups.

The new US air base in Pdanquero will
“expand expeditionary warfare capability”
and “improve globd reach” for “conducting
full spectrum operations,” according to a
newly disclosed Pentagon budget document.
The Air Force document describes South
Americaas“acritical sub region of our hemi-
sphere where security and stability is under
congant threat from narcotics funded terror-
ig insurgencies, anti-US governments, en-
demic poverty and recurring naturd disas-
ters” The document flatly contradicts well-
publicized daims by US Ambassador William
Brownfield that soldiers based in Colombia
will “never, never, never” participate in
armed operations, and that the base agree-
ment doesn't dlow operations outsde Co-
lombian territory.

While the US Embassy in Bogota sad
the agreement enters into force immediately,
a Colombian court ruling said the agreement
is “broad and unbalanced” in favor of the
United States and is not based on any previ-
ous treaty, and so must be reviewed by the
Colombian Congress and Condtitutional

Court. The agreement puts no limits on the
number of US personne to be deployed in
Colombianor on the number of military bases
they will use.

Colombid's condtitution requires legida-
tive gpprova for the stationing of any foreign
troops on Colombian territory, as well as for
al internationa treaties. The Colombian State
Council, a court crested to issue opinions on
the presence of foreign troops, found that the
agreement gives the US the power to decide
what operationswill occur, givesimmunity to
US troops, allows access to bases beyond the
seven bases named in the agreement, and de-
fers the most important questions about mili-
tary operations to future “operationa agree-
ments.”

The Council aso reviewed 15 prior trea-
ties and declarations cited by the Colombian
government as the foundation for the current
base agreement, and found that none of them
offer abasisfor the current agreement on sa
tioning of military troops and use of military
bases. It concludes that the agreement is a
treaty, and so must be approved by the Co-
lombian Congress and reviewed by the Con-
ditutional Court. But Foreign Minister Jaime
Bermudez, in sgning the dedl, said the gov-
ernment would bypass legidative gpprova of
the base agreement.

In addition, twenty-seven European orga:
nizations today caled on President Obamato

continued on page 3
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HONDURAS: Violations of Human Rights Under the Coup D’état

By Bertha Oliva, General Coordinator of
COFADEH (Committee of Families of
Detained and Disappeared in Honduras)

Ed. Note: The article is an executive
summary of a longer report

| am aveteran human rights defender. As
| prepared this second human rights report
since the coup in Honduras, | have fet pro-
found distress. Perhaps because | had begun
to think that during the long process of the last
decades, we had made some small advancesin
the area of human rights.

Perhapsiit is because | look to the past in
order to see the future, and to evaluate and to
vaue the present — that today, over 100 days
since the fateful coup on June 28th, | redize
that something has shaken COFADEH to the
core, and nothing is the same. Immediately
after the coup we knew that we had regressed
25-30 years, maybe more.

Asthe impact of the blow st in, we red-
ize that we are now in the midst of a modern
military coup d'éat in the 21t century. Un-
fortunately, we arewdl| versed in the effects of
military dictators and we understood that what
we were witnessing was not an isolated act
but an entire strategy to seize and hold power
for the long term; in other words, the dictator-
ship intends to say in the region.

We redlized that if such an offense could
be committed againgt the person who holds
the highest office in the country, what would
happen to the rest of the population. We be-
gan to prepare oursdves. The military dicta
torship wasted no time. Today, just asin the
past, we are the depository for tears, anguish,
pain and hopelessness.

The military dictatorship that we live un-
der today isvery smilar to that of the decade
of the 1980s, however, there is an important
difference. During the 1980s, those who re-
pressed the people hid their faces and their
names. Today, those who repress the people
have names, faces and uniforms. “blue-green
—oliveand white”

In our second human rights report we
have focused our concerns on the actionsthat
the X Battdion, based in Marcda - La Paz,
has carried out against members of the Resis-
tance againg the Military Coup throughout
the zone, including the region of
Colomoncagua. Similar levels of persecution
are dso being suffered by people in the De-
partment of Santa Barbara on the part of au-
thorities of the de facto regime.

Ancther of our primary concerns is the

drategy employed by the military dictatorship
againg teechersin the country which includes
illegd and arbitrary retention of sdaries, pro-
filing, legd suits brought againgt them by the
Public Minigtry, persecution, illegd detentions
and even assassingtion.

With indignation and pain we must con-
demn and repudiate the persecution un-

Colombia, continued fron page 2

reconsder the agreement for the Pentagon to
use seven military bases in Colombia, and
urged the president to prioritize human rights
in USrdationswith Colombia. “ The militari-
zation of Colombia,” the groups wrote, “will
lead to anincreasein interna destabilization,
will involve even more of the civilian popula:
tion in the war, increasing the violations of
human rights and srengthening the resur-
gence of the paramilitary groups and the re-
ceding guerrillagroups.”

Thisagreement extendsan dliancewith a
murderous military, reinforces arbitrary ex-

ecutive power in Colombia, and is openly
uncongtitutional. Progressives in Congress
should immediately cal hearings to review
and revoke the agreement. “ Thereis no guar-
antee that Colombian territory would not be
used by the US to launch military operations
into third countries,” added Susana Pimiento,
the FOR Colombia Representative. “Such a
condition would severely impact Colombian
relations with its neighbors and the interna-
tiond community in generd.”

Source: FOR Press Release, October 30,
2009

leashed on the youth of our country. To some
we have had to say, “Until we meet again in
another country” in order to prevent them be-
coming victims of kidnapping, torture and
nation...And to other young people we
have sad, “Goodbye, we will meet again in
the next world.”

This second report documents an acceler-
ated deterioration of human rightsin the con-
text of the coup d' é&at:

Between June 28th and October 10,
2009, COFADEH has regigtered over 4000
violations of human rights. The most grievous
include 108 violations of the right to life, in-
cluding 21 nations and violent desths.

The coup regime is consolidating with
the goa of remaining in government be-
yond the de facto government. This process
relies on the use of excessive force on the
part of the military and police, control of
the media and closure of media outlets that
are not allies of the regime, use of
paramilitaries to intimidate, threaten and
kidnap those opposed to the coup, and the
emission of illegal decrees that suspend the
exercise of fundamental rights.

It is clear that a repressive apparatus is
being mounted to intimidate and annihilate
resistance to the coup. In the 115 days since
the coup, thousands of human rights viola-
tions have been registered that reflect the
evolution of state violence and the rupture
of indtitutionality.

As of June 29th, COFADEH began to
register violations of human rights directly
related to peaceful demonstrations on the
part of the population. This violence has
taken different forms and patterns: general-
ized violence, violence targeting particular
sectors, and selective violence targeting
journalists and leaders of the resistance. In
addition, judicid intimidation is being used
as atool to demobilize the opposition.

Based on proof and documentation in
our possession, we affirm to the world that
we are living a situation of National Emer-
gency in Honduras. We appeal to the Inter-
national Community to stay vigilant and ob-
servant in order to assume the challenge of
bringing those who perpetrate crimes
against humanity to justice.

Source: http://quixote.or g/executive
summary-cofadeh-report-human-rights-
abuses
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HONDURAS: Triumph for Democracy?

By Tom Loudon Co-director, Quixote
Center

Ed.Note: On November 6, President
Manuel Zelaya stated that the accord
which would have unblocked the political
standoff in Honduras had failed.

On Friday October 30", a US-brokered
“Agreement for Nationd Reconciliation and
the Strengthening of Democracy in Honduras’
was signed between President Zelaya and
putsch leader Micheletti. Among many sec-
tors, the dedl is being hailed as a triumph for
democracy in Honduras. Indeed, in ther sate-
ment aso issued on Friday, theNationd Ress
tance Front announced a “cdebretion of the
upcoming restoration of President Manuel
Zdaya Rosdes as a popular victory over the
narrow interests of the coup oligarchy.”

The Resistance Front recognizes that this
victory has come as aresult of four months of
struggle and sacrifice by the people in the
face of ruthless repression. And indeed, this
agreement is a victory and Zelaya's restora
tionwill happen only because the people have
stayed in the streets, have suffered countless
acts of represson and have refused to cavein
the face of this repression. One lingering
question which remainsis. Can any true will
of the people of Honduras be expressed by
conducting elections in four weeks, in a con-
text where civil liberties are virtudly non-ex-
istent and widespread repression by the mili-
tary and the police continue unabated? The
question regarding viability of elections was
not addressed in the communication issued
by the National Front on Friday. It remains
unclear what their position will be regarding
the eections.

The other mgor point in the statement
wasthe affirmation of “aNationd Condtituent
Assembly as an un-renouncegbl e aspiration of
the Honduran people and a non-negotiable
right for which we will continue struggling in
the streets, until we achieve the re-founding of
our society to convert it into one that is jud,
egditarian and truly democratic.” This was a
direct refutation of point number two of the
Agreement which asksfor an “ abstention from
cdlsfor aNationd Condituent Assembly, -
ther directly or indirectly, and aso renouncing
the promotion or support of any public con-
aultation for the purpose of reforming the
Condlitution to permit presidentia redlection,
modify the form of government or contravene

any of theun-amendable articles
in our Condtitution.” The Ress-
tance Front continues to move
forward communicating with
their base regarding what that &
would look like. On Sunday [&
during the now traditiona Sun- [
day Assemblies, the theme of
the presentation was: " Paths of |
Latin American Peoples on the  [gese
roads to Constituent Assem- [ERaeg
blies” There is a firm commit-
ment to the need for this path,
as the only red vehicle for
meaningful change.

Regarding the dections, in
response to the nearly unanimous interna
tional consensusthat elections conducted by
an illegitimate government needed to be re-
jected, the US decided that it was impera
tive that the upcoming lections be
legitimated. If the elections were to be held
in this context it would result in an unde-
fined extension of the chaos. Thisis clearly
not an acceptable option.

To avoid this scenario, the US exerted
some muscle againgt the recalcitrant
Micheletti’ s de facto government, which re-
sulted in an agreement that ostensibly opens
the way for Zdlayd's return to the Presi-
dency, dbeit in the context of a “Nationa
Unity and Reconciliation Government.” If
the Honduran Congress, after consulting
with the Supreme Court, does in fact rein-
date Zelayaas President, it will be an admis-
sion that their previous actions were illegal,
and will conditute a reversal of the coup
which they had previoudy endorsed. Thisis
a smal triumph for democracy but this is
where the positive aspects of the Agreement
end. The USisnow involved ina“full court
press’ to assure internationa recognition of
the upcoming dections, in spite of a tota
lack of conditions in Honduras for holding
elections.

It was widely predicted months ago that
Zdaya would be reindated a a very lae
date, in order to legitimize the eections and
effectively exclude the participation of ater-
native candidates. Due to the lack of clarity
of the Agreement, it is difficult to predict
when Zelaya might be reinstated, but even if
it happens at the earliest possible moment, it
ispracticaly impossible for thereto be trans-
parent and fair dections this month.

rightsaction.org

Protesters demonstrate their opposition to the coup.

There are two dternative candidates for
president; one from the left wing UD party
and an independent candidate who, in the new
politica context of Honduras could concelv-
ably mount a substantid chdlenge to the two
traditional parties as a unity candidate. The
Agreement has put these two candidatesin an
exceptiondly difficult Stuation. Because of
their proactive resstance to the coup, they
have been subject to extensve persecution.
The independent candidate, Carlos H. Reyes,
has spent part of the last four months in hid-
ing, due to death threats. He was dso vi-
cioudy attacked at a protest three months
ago, and has spent histime since the attack in
the hospital, and currently is undergoing
therapy for his mutilated wrist.

Neither of these two candidates has spent
the last months campaigning, due to constant
persecution. The redtrictions on individual
rights have made campaigning essentidly ille-
ga. How can there be fair dections when
opposition candidates are being actively pur-
sued and persecuted by the police and army?
The candidates have not spent time organiz-
ing the estimated 26,000 poll workers needed
in order to insure transparency a each polling
place, and fraud-free counting and tabulation.
Is there any conceivable way a structure like
this can be put in place in such a short period
of time, in a context where widespread re-
pression of opposition expresson continues?
What will prevent the commission of massive
fraud in these dections? No systems have
even begun to be put in place by dternative
candidates that would be able to detect or
prevent complete and tota fraud.

continued on page 5
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Honduras: Military Coup Engineered by two US Companies?

By John Perkins author, Confessions
of an Economic Hitman

In writing my new book Hoodwinked
(Random House, Nov 2009 publication date),
| recently visited Central America. Everyonel
talked with there was convinced that the mili-
tary coup that had overthrown the democrati-
caly-elected president of Honduras, Manue
Zdaya, had been engineered by two US com-
panies, with CIA support. And that the US
and its new presdent were not standing up
for democracy.

Earlier in the year Chiquita Brands Inter-
nationd Inc. (formerly United Fruit) and Dole
Food Co had severdly criticized Zelayafor ad-
vocating an increase of 60% in Honduras's
minimum wage, daiming that the policy would
cut into corporate profits. They werejoined by
acadition of textile manufacturers and export-
ers, companies that rely on cheagp labor to
work in their sweatshops.

Memories are short in the US, but not in
Centrd America | kept hearing people who
clamed that it was a matter of record that
Chiquita (United Fruit) and the CIA had
toppled Guatemda's democratically-elected
president Jacobo Arbenz in 1954 and that In-
ternationa Telephone & Teegraph (ITT),
Henry Kissnger, and the CIA had brought
down Chile's Sdvador Allendein 1973. These
people were certain that Haiti’ s president Jean-
Bertrand Aristide had been ousted by the CIA
in 2004 because he proposed aminimum wage
increase, likeZdayd's.

| was told by a Panamanian bank vice
president, “Every multinational knows that if
Honduras raises its hourly rate, the rest of
Latin Americaand the Caribbean will haveto
follow. Haiti and Honduras have dways set
the bottom line for minimum wages. The big
companies are determined to stop what they
cdl a ‘leftist revolt’ in this hemigohere. In
throwing out Zdlayathey are sending frighten-
ing messages to dl the other presidents who
are trying to raise the living standards of ther
people”

It did not take much imagination to envi-
sion theturmoil sweeping through every Latin
American capitd. There had been a collective
sgn of relief a Barack Obamd sdlectioninthe
US, a sense of hope that the empire in the
North would finaly exhibit compasson to-
ward its southern neighbors, that the unfair
trade agreements, privatizations, draconian

IMF Structural Adjustment Programs, and
threats of military intervention would dow
down and perhaps even fade away. Now, that
optimism wasturning sour.

The cozy relationship between Honduras's
military coup leeders and the corporatocracy
were confirmed a couple of days after my ar-
rival in Panama. England’s The Guardian ran
an aticle announcing that “two of the Hondu-
ran coup government’ stop advisershave dose
tiesto the US secretary of gate. OneisLanny
Davis, an influentid lobbyist who was a per-
sond lawyer for Presdent Bill Clinton and dso
campaigned for Hillary. . . Theather hired gun
for the coup government that has degp Clinton
tiesis (lobbyist) Bennett Ratdliff.”

Democracy Now! broke the news that
Chiquita was represented by a powerful
Washington law firm, Covington & Burling
LLP, and its consultant, McLarty Associates.

President Obama's Attorney General
Eric Holder had been a Covington partner
and a defender of Chiquita when the com-
pany was accused of hiring “assassination
squads’ in Colombia (Chiquita was found
guilty, admitting that it had paid organiza-
tions listed by the US government as terror-
ist groups “for protection” and agreeing in
2004 to a$25 million fine).

George W. Bush’'s UN Ambassador,
John Bolton, a former Covington lawyer,
had fiercely opposed Latin American leaders
who fought for their peoples’ rightsto larger
shares of the profits derived from their re-
sources, after leaving the government in
2006, Bolton became involved with the
Project for the New American Century, the

Council for Nationa Policy, and a number of
other programs that promote corporate hege-
mony in Honduras and elsewhere. McLarty
Vice Chairman John Negroponte was US
Ambassador to Honduras from 1981-1985,
former Deputy Secretary of State, Director
of Nationd Intelligence, and U.S. Represen-
tative to the United Nations, he played ama-
jor rolein the US-backed Contra s secret war
againg Nicaragua's Sandinista government
and has consistently opposed the policies of
the democraticaly-elected pro-reform Latin
American presidents.

These three men symbolize the ingdious
power of the corporatocracy, its bipartisan
compogtion, and the fact that the Obama
Administration has been sucked in. The Los
Angeles Times went to the heart of this mat-
ter when it concluded: What happened in
Hondurasisaclassic Latin American coup in
another sense: Gen. Romeo Vasguez, who
led it, is an dumnus of the United States
School of the Americas (renamed the West-
ern Hemisphere Indtitute for Security Coop-
eration). The school is best known for pro-
ducing Latin American officers who have
committed mgor human rights abuses, in-
cluding military coups.

All of this leads us once again to the in-
evitable conclusion: you and | must change
the system. The president — whether Demo-
crat or Republican — needs us to spesk out.

Chiquita, Dole and dl your representa-
tives need to hear from you..

Zdayamust be reingtated.

Source: http:/Amww.globalwomenstrike.net/

Honduras, continued from page 4

The Agreement was reached on Thursday
October 29" (and signed on Friday). On
Thursday there were three separate mas-
sive attacks by police and army against un-
armed protesters in different locations in
Tegucigalpa. Even the march, which had a
permit, was brutally attacked in spite of the
permission. Another attack hgppened & night
after the Agreement had been announced in
one of the barrios where “pot banging” pro-
tests continue in defiance of continued repres-
son. How isit conceivable that these repres-
sve forces will ‘cease and dess’ from one
minute to the next? Even more frightening,
the Agreement puts this same army, which
has exhibited persgtent brutality during the

coup regime “a the dispostion of the Su-
preme Electord Council.” Thequestion for dl
is: Will they see their role as protecting the
right to vote for everyone, or repressing those
they fed might not vote the way they demand?

As the resistance movement in Honduras
celebrates the victory in turning around the
coup, they are dso grappling with the many
implicationsthis new context brings. The obvi-
ous danger is that an eection under these cir-
cumstances could bring a very Smilar power
structure as that present under the putsch gov-
ernment, the repressive gpparatus firmly en-
trenched and a sheen of legitimacy which
would have never been possiblefor Micheletti.

Source: Quixote Center, November 2, 2009
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MEXICO: Union Busting Under NAFTA

By Laura Carlson Director, Americas
Program, Center for International Policy

Ed. Note: The article has been excerpted

On the night of Saturday, October 10,
thousands of soldiers and federad police
moved into postion in the darkness. After
cutting fences and forcing out the workers,
they occupied over 50 ingalations of the
sate-owned utility company, Centrd Light
and Power (Luz y Fuerza), awaiting the ad-
minigrative blow that would follow. At mid-
night, President Felipe Caderon issued an ex-
ecutive decree to liquidate the company and
its union, the Mexican Electricad Workers
Union (SME), one of the strongest and most
voca independent unionsin the nation.

The move had been carefully prepared by
the government. Troop movements through-
out the central part of the country serviced by
Central Light went unnoticed under cover of
the massive mohilization of security forces
fighting the militarized drug war.

The decree follows a union conflict that
the government fueled and then took advan-
tage of, to diminate the company and its
union. Union eections last June were con-
tested amid rumors that the federa govern-
ment was actively fomenting divison. In a
warning sign, on October 5 Secretary of La
bor Javier Lozano reected regigtration of the
new union leadership without waiting for a
decison from the labor tribuna. The
“Sabadazo,” or Saturday Offensive, took
place when the union and the government
weredill intaks.

The Mexican economy isat acrossroads
as it faces a multi-billion dollar deficit this
year. Due to its heavy dependency on the
US economy under NAFTA, it is the hard-
est-hit country in Latin Americaand predicts
a 7.5% drop in gross domestic product
(GDP) for 2009. The number of poor has
increased to above pre-NAFTA levels, leav-
ing millions more families in poverty, while
the unemployment rate has doubled.

The congressional leader of Calderon’'s
National Action Party (PAN), Mario Alberto
Becerra, estimated that even after doling out
severance pay, the government will save
money through the reduced costs of operat-
ing Centrd Light. The government plans to
use some of that money for hand-out pro-
grams for the poor, a mode it considers
preferable to maintaining unionized workers

in jobs. Treasury Secretary Agustin
Carstens announced that the 42,000 SME
workers will be replaced with 10,000 new
hires. He didn't say any would be hired
back; the message was clear—union mem-
bers need not apply.

Obama promised a renegotiation of
NAFTA to incorporate the toothless labor
Sde agreement into the text and integrate
core International Labor Organization prin-
ciples in defense of workers rights. At the
recent Summit of North American Leaders
he said that the promise has been placed on
the back burner. But that burner ssemsto be
turned off. At an October 19 meeting be-
tween trade representatives of the three
NAFTA nations, they reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the trade agreement with no men-
tion of renegotiation.

Unionized workers are not the only ones
who suffer. NAFTA has displaced some two
million Mexican smd| farmersin the country-
sde due to competition with US agricultural
imports. A recent ruling of a NAFTA tribu-
nal delivered arecord ruling of $77.3 million
to Cargill Incorporated to compensate the
company for a government program that
blocked the use of corn syrup to save
Mexico's sugar industry—an industry
heavily protected in the United States.
NAFTA’s investment provisions (known as
“Chapter 11”) alow corporations to sue
governments under specia tribunals as one
of the many privileges offered transnationa
corporations under the agreement. This ob-
scene ruling for one of theworld' swesdlthiest
agro-businesses illudtrates the priorities of
NAFTA and the congtant erosion of workers
rightsand livelihoods.

Studies have reveded that the Centrdl
Light Company hasn't been funded for years,
in preparation to make the case that it's non-
functional. A 2005 report showed that the
company had not ingtaled new generating
capacity since 1974.

Privatization of the parastate company
lurks behind the liquidation on October 10.
Marchers carried signs that warned “Today
it's us—tomorrow PEMEX [the nationd ail
company] and SEP [the education system],”
and “No to privetization.”

The Central Light Company leases over
athousand kilometers of fiber optic cablein
its electrical network that it planned to offer
to consumers in a “triple play” package.

This combined service of eectricity, tele-
phone, internet, and cable threstened existing
economic interests and lucrative future con-
tracts in the private sector.

Although the Caderon administration
has said it isn't privatizing the state-owned
enterprise, SME Leader Martin Esparza re-
veded that two former secretaries of En-
ergy, Fernando Candes Clarion and Ernesto
Martens, have formed a private company to
use the publicly-funded LFC fiber-optic net-
work for internet and voice services, caled
WL Communications. Esparza reports that
the businessmen have already negotiated
government discounts and subsidies for the
lucrative enterprise.

For now, Central Light has been fused
with the Federd Electricity Commission that
manages sarvices in the rest of the country.
The suspicion is that the consolidated state-
owned utility, stripped of a feisty union that
rejected both privatization and the erosion of
worker rights, will eventudly be privatized.
Pressures to privatize state-owned enter-
prises, including the oil company PEMEX
and aspects of the education system, have
characterized the Caderon adminigtration and
those of his predecessors from the PAN po-
litica party.

SME member Juan Carlos Saucedo notes
that the struggle to regain the company and
the union “isjust beginning.” But it will bean
uphill battle. The union has demanded alega
review of the measure and indsted that it vio-
lates the Mexican Condtitution. As SME
member Apolinar Romero stated at the
march, the issue at hand goes beyond income
for workers and rests on “what kind of future
wewill leave our children.” A unilaterd move
to eiminate a union and a state-owned com-
pany sets aterrible precedent for union-bust-
ing inthe nation.

Interviewsin the Mexican presswith gov-
ernment officidsreved that the obliteration of
the union was carefully planned for over six
months. The Calderon government was just
looking for the chance. Ironicadly, it was the
profound economic crisisin Mexico that pro-
vided the Cdderon administration with itsop-
portunity. Over the past months, 76,000 busi-
nesses have closed their doors. The Mexican
daily La Jornada reports that 2.8 million
workers have logt their jobs in the Caderon
adminigtration. For familiesliving onthe edge,
the blow againg the union places them be-

continued on page 7
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IMMIGRATION: An Inconvenient Woman

By Rose Arrieta, In These Times

You could cdl Isabel Garcia an inconve
nient woman. Inconvenient because she gpesks
her mind, like it or not. She has raised theire
of anti-immigrant groups and the Mexican
government dike.

In 2006, after Garcia was recognized for
her work as the Pima County Arizona public
defender with a prestigious award from
Mexico. She refused to accept it publicly so
as not to provide a “photo op” for Mexican
President Felipe Calderén. She had re-
quested five minutes when she was to accept
the award to talk aout death, militarization
and crimindization on the border and the
complicity of his government, and how the
Mexican dlite had to do more to foster eco-
nomic justice.

But the government refused to let her
spesk, and the National Human Rights Award
from the Comision Nacional de los Derechos
Humanos de Mexico was ddlivered to her qui-
etly later in Tucson. It was the firg time that
the award was granted to someone who was
not from Mexico.

She has dso tangled with controversia
Maricopa County Arizona Sheriff Joe
Arpaio, who is now under investigation by
the U.S. Justice Department for civil rights
violations. Arpaio has made it his misson to
publicly humiliate undocumented immi-
grants—re-indtituting chain gangs and setting
up Tent City, an outdoor extension of the
Maricopa County jail. Last year, during a
protest in Tucson against Arpaio’s book,
America’s Toughest Sheriff, protesters hit a
likeness of the sheriff in the form of apifiata.
The head fell off and Garcia, a petite woman,
held it up. This set off a scandd. The sheriff
called her action “violent,” and his anti-immi-
grant supporters took to the radio airwaves
demanding Garcia befired.

But Garcia, who is aso co-chair of the
Coalicion de Derechos Humanos, a
grassroots immigrant rights organization in
Tucson, stood her ground. She has been at
the forefront of the fight for immigrant and
refugee rights since 1976, and has experi-
enced calsto revoke her law license and nu-
merous degth threats.

In These Times met with Garciain Tuc-
son, shortly before the Senate passed a hill
that would fund the deployment of 1,600 of-
ficers and 400 canine units from the US Cus-

toms and Border Protection to the US
Mexico border.

Secretary of Homeland Security Janet
Napolitano, the former governor of Arizona,
said the agency is going to send more federal
agents to the border because of the

Arizona / Mexico border wall.

“goillover” of drug-related violence.

It's disgppointing but not surprisng. We
had hoped that the Obama administration
would look at the Stuetion and & root causes
and look for red solutions. Unfortunately, his

sdection of Janet Napolitano spelled bad
news. To continue to fund enforcement, to
continue to enrich military contractors, to con-
tinue to fud the fear along the border isredly
irresponsible.

They act as if there's a crisis but how
many decades have we been fuding the a-
leged war againg drugs? It's been decades
now—and &t the expense of the American and
Mexican public, and now for the enrichment of
afew. It isthe US citizenry that isinvolved in
the drug-running and arms-running and the
profiteering off drugs— it isal done here. The
consumptionisal here.

There were great hopes when Obama
won.

Unfortunately, for those of us who
strongly supported Obama, we knew the redl-
ity. We knew that we, at the border, were ill
going to have an uphill fight because Obama
has no clue. He doesn't know.

Napolitano may have been amoderate on
other issues, but she certainly was not on im-
migration. She made her name on the backs of
Mexican immigrants. As governor, she sgned
the anti-smuggling Satute that prosecutes im-
migrants for being their own smuggler. She
signed alaw equating people utilizing fictitious
Socia Security numbers-which has been done
since the 1930s—to aggravated identity theft.
She made it a crime to drive without an Ari-

continued on page 8

Mexico, continued from page 6

tween arock and a hard place.

Members of the Nationa Association of
Democratic Lawyersand the Latin American
Associaion of Labor Lawyers dtated in a
press conference on October 18 that the de-
creeviolates 25 clauses of the Mexican Con-
ditution, and urged workers to file injunc-
tions againg the measure instead of accept-
ing severance pay. But each day that passes
with no wages sees more workers accepting
the government’ s severance offer.

The adminigiration has launched a cam-
paign to malign the union, implying that the
union members had manipulated cushy jobs
at the expense of consumers. Officid detis-
tics show that union members made an aver-
age of around $500 a month, and 20,000
members earn below this level, hardly a
princely wage. What the union did manageto
achieve for its members in democratic pro-
cesses and benefitswas an example for Mexi-

canunions.

The red question is who will pay for the
crigs. The Caderon administration tried to
force through a tax on basic foods and medi-
cinesin the federal budget—another move to
make the poor pay for the inordinate wedlth
and privilege of the dlite in a vastly unequa
nation. It was blocked &t the last minute.

The US government, instead of helping to
provide jobs and labor protections as Mexico
sinks into the deepest crisisin recent history,
has concentrated ad in the Merida Initiative
to corrupt Mexican Armed Forces and police
through the war on drugs. It dso continuesto
support NAFTA's skewed terms.

It's time to develop a more integrd and
humane binationa relationship and renegoti-
ate NAFTA. The long-term effects of dlow-
ing this crisis to erode labor rights and further
impoverish an dready stricken nation will
only lead to ingtability throughout the region.

Source: www.americaspolicy.org
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VENEZUELA: US Escalates Propaganda

By Federico Fuentes, writer, Caracas

The US State Department and the coup
regimein Honduras have publicly stated what
many of usaready knew: the June 28 military
coup was not just directed against Honduran
President Manudl Zelaya, but dso Venezuda
and the unfolding Latin American revolution.

On Jduly 20, US date department spokes-
person Phillip Crowley said he hoped Zdlaya
now undergood thet in “choosing a mode
government and a modd leader for countries
of theregion to follow”; the US believes “the
current leadership in Venezudawould not be
a paticular modd. If that is the lesson that
President Zelaya has learned from this episode
that would be a good lesson.”

The sameday, viceforeign minister of the
Honduran coup regime, Marta Alvarado,
sad: “Honduras is playing a very important
role in the sense that the continuity or other-
wise of the avdanche of the ALBA countries
depends on Honduras, and whether the
people who are under the pressure of the
ALBA countrieswake up.” ALBA, aninitia
tive of the revolutionary Venezuelan and Cu-
ban governments, unites nine Latin American
and Caribbean countriesinto an anti-imperia-
ist bloc that combines solidarity-based trade
agreements with a coordinated politica inter-
vention into regiond poalitics. In response to
the global economic criss, the ALBA bloc
has denounced the capitdist system. It has
proposed radical measures that place the bur-
den for the crisis on the capitaist dites who
created it — not the workers and poor. This
revolutionary challenge is a dangerous threat
to an empirein decline.

The June 28 coup in Honduras shows
that, as the crisis deepens, Washington isin-
creasingly turning to military solutions to
“solve’ this problem. With two failed coup
attempts so far this century (Venezuda in
2002 and Boliviain 2008) and one success-
ful one (Haiti in 2004), this dtrategy is not
new. But extending this strategy is becoming
more likely — and more dangerous, as mili-
tary incidents thresten to spill over the bor-
ders and become a regiond conflict. Pro-
imperidist governmentsin Latin Americaare
aiding the US in this task. Colombia, which
in March 2008 bombed Ecuadorian territory,
has just opened the door to the use of five
new military bases on its territory. This oc-
curred just day after the US began to move

out of its base in Ecuador, from which the
government of President Rafael Correa ex-
pelledit.

This move has been combined with a
heightened propaganda campaign against
Venezuda, not unlike the one that preceded
the Iraq invasion. Venezuela has been ac-
cused by Washington and the Honduran
coup regime of “interference” in Honduras.
The US Congress Foreign Relations Com-
mittee decided that Venezuda is a “narco-
state’ that protects guerrillaand crimina or-
ganizations. A tampered video has been re-
leased purporting to show a leader of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) admit they funded the el ection cam-
paign of Ecuador's Correa, whose govern-
ment has joined ALBA. Isradl joined in,
claming aHezbollah cdl isnow operating in
Venezuela near the border with Colombia.

These are just the latest shots fired
agangt ALBA and specificaly Venezuda
Venezudahasinitiated areview of itsdiplo-
matic relations with Colombiain responseto
the new US bases. Balivia has cdled for
ALBA to increase military integration and
denounced governmentsthat alow US bases
as “traitors to the homeland.”

It isessentid that thereisaclear rejection
of the US war drive from those within the
belly of the beast. An important task for anti-
war activistsisto build amovement that can
hold back US imperidismin Latin America
Immediately, this means opposing the US
bases in Colombia, the disnformation cam-
paign againgt Venezuela and solidarity with
the Honduran people.

Source: www.greenleft.org.au/2009/, July
25, 2009

Immigration, continued from page 7

zonalicense and, therefore, they can takeyour
car avay. Sheis the one who has demanded
tougher employer sanctions. Her language
and rhetoric and her hype and fear are irre-
sponsible

Mexican society does not want to be mili-
tarized and yet that’ sdl we are giving Mexico.
Are we giving Mexico any true aid? Are we
even looking a the impact NAFTA has had
on Mexico—especidly in regard to agricul-
ture—that has led to the displacement of so
many workers flooding into our country? We
say we don't want people coming in and, at
the same time, for 17 years have been sup-
porting an agreement that has been unilaterdly
beneficid for a few and disadtrous for the
Mexican workforce. Mexico has gone from
being an exporter nation to an importer nation
of itsbasc geples.

The United State has promoted border se-
curity while not & dl explaining what border
security measures|ook like. We can show you
whet it looks like: it's degth, devedtetion, de-
druction of our environmenta tressures here
in Arizong, the degtruction of the Tohono
O odham Nation and itsways and culture. We
have massve racid profiling. We have
Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio. We
haveloca police collaborating with border pa-
trol. Everybody is acting like the migra [bor-
der petral].

The US spends a huge amount protecting
its borders. The government pays at least $11
million a month to a private Tennessee corpo-
ration: Correctiona Corporation of America
(CCA), which has become rich since the 9/11
attacks. It was a discredited Tennessee corpo-
ration with many lawsuits rdated to corrup-
tion, violence and other abuse. Then 9/11 oc-
curred and now their stock isrising. They have
mede akilling herein Arizona.”

The CCA isaprivate prison-building com-
pany. They incarcerate dl the immigrants that
are charged and convicted for the crime of
“illegd entry.” When we continue crimindizing
everybody then, of course, we are going to
grow that pool larger while enriching the
stockholders of CCA, and enriching the
Wackenhut Corporation, the private security
firm that is contracted to transport them and
physicaly deportimmigrants.

When are we going to stop this? Migration
is not a police problem. Migration is aworld-
wide socid-economic phenomenon.

Do you see any hope in the Obama ad-
ministration when it comes to immigration
rights?

The Obama adminigtration pulled back
from nominating Thomas Saenz as assidant
atorney generd for civil rights. He is a re-
spected civil rights lawyer and counsd to the

continued on page 10
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CHILE: Mapuche Struggle for Land

By Kaitlin Porter, Research Associate,
Council on Hemispheric Affairs (COHA)

On August 17, dozens of Mapuche
communities in southern Chile united to
form the Mapuche Territorial Alliance to
continue their struggle for politica au-
tonomy. Many of them had carried on angry
protests, most recently on August 12, when
a police operation to evict the Mapuches
who had seized land |eft one dead and eight
injured. Mapuche demonstrators sought to
regain their ancestral lands by any means
possible and their smmering discontent had
findly boiled over, yet Mapuche demands
continue to be ignored and negotiations re-
main at a standstill.

The indigenous people of Chile were
demongtrating that their community was no
longer willing to remain silent after decades
of being disregarded, exploited, and forcibly
removed from their lands. However, a-
though authorities were taken by surprise by
the growing stream of violent reactions
againgt the police and logging corporations,
they have shown no signs of alowing the
Mapuches to return to their land nor have
they offered them any reparations for human
rights violations during the Pinochet regime.
Instead of reaching out and seeking a solu-
tion, the government criminalized these ac-
tions. While this may temporarily quell the
protests, it has done little to resolve the is-
sue. In order to come to aresolution that will
satisfy both sides, serious negotiations be-
tween disaffected communities and the na
tional government need to take place.
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Like most of Latin
America, class divisons
in Chile are highly de-
fined by race and
ethnicity, with  the
Mapuches occupying the
lowest rung of the socia
ladder. In comparison to
other indigenous groups
in the hemisphere, the
Mapuche hold a strong
legacy of resistance. For
over three hundred and
fifty years, they vehe-
mently fought against
the Spanish conquista-
dores before they were
ultimately defeated in
1881 by the long-established nation of Chile.
The Mapuche were then forced to assmilate
to the European way of life as their beliefs,
religions, and politica and socia practices
were replaced.

The current Mapuche situation in Chile
is complicated. While the Mapuche have
been accused of committing violent acts to
reclam land that had been seized by log-
ging, mining and hydroelectric industries,
the police typically have been excessively
brutal. Their response has rarely been pro-
portionate to the offenses of which the
Mapuches are accused. After years of un-
successful non-violent demonstrations that
were met with suppression by police, it is
not surprising some have resorted to violent
measures in order to
make their concerns
heard.

The passage of time
has rarely been kind to
| the Mapuche, the larg-
est indigenous group in
Chile, which congtitutes
about ten percent of the
Chilean  population.
Half of the Mapuche
nation live in the south-
ern region of the coun-
try (between the Bio
Bio River and Chiloé
Idand), but many have
relocated to Santiago,

in Santiago, Chile.

Mapuche march for land and autonomy on Oct. 12
Photo: Carolina Dutton

the capital city and its
surrounding  districts.

release of husband & 13 year old son.

Following a raid of her community, Mapuche woman demands

Photo: Carolina Dutton

While prospects for land reclamation were
optimigtic with the country’s trandtion to
democracy in 1990, the new coalition party,
the Concertacion, did little to improve their
dtuation. Despite the new government’s ef-
fortsto compensate some familieswith land,
the plots were small and the soil was infer-
tile. As the Pinochet regime implemented
free market policies, the price of agricultural
products began to decline. This was detri-
mental to many Mapuche who relied on
farming as a source of income and a means
of subsistence. Furthermore, an expanding
forestry industry in southern Chileresulted in
the degradation of Mapuche ancestral lands.
Over time, water resources have dried up
and caused permanent droughts. The water
that remains has grown contaminated due to
excessive use of pesticides and herbicides.
Native plants were replaced with invasive
foreign speciesthat had been origindly intro-
duced for their commerciad utility. This con-
tinual disregard for Mapuche sovereignty
and their traditional way of living has forced
over haf the population to move to
Santiago.

The Mapuches face an uphill battle when
it comesto reclaiming their lands. Many are
skeptical of trusting the Chilean legal system
given that they have suffered repeatedly un-
der the hands of the law. While other Chilean
citizens can access the legal system to pro-
tect their civil rights, it is difficult for the
Mapuche. Lega redress is made difficult as
they face al but insurmountable obstacles.

continued on page 10

Marin Task Force on the Americas « Box 925, Larkspur, CA 94977 - 415-924-3227 « www.mitfamericas.org « Fall 2009 « 9



S OUTH

A MER

C A

Mapuche, continued from page 9

Primarily, due to an inadequate access to
education, many Mapuche lack knowledge
about the legal system. For those few who
do, the cost of legal counseling is too high.
Evenif they do possess the necessary funds,
many communities live too far away from
where the proceedings take place. Many are
unable to obtain competent representation.
Finaly, negative encounters with law en-
forcement officials have caused many to
mistrust judges, juries, and al othersin the
crimind justice system.

The government initiated the Com-
mission on Historical Truth and New
Testament in 2001, with the objective of
laying a foundation for the equal treat-
ment of the Mapuche, while aiming to in-
tegrate them into the national society.
However, the Mapuche remain on the
fringe of Chilean society.

The Mapuche protests have initiated
continuous, though often fruitless, attempts
for dialogue and negotiation at both na-
tional and internationa levels. On August
14-15, a group of Mapuche leaders trav-
eled to the UN Committee on the Elimina-
tion of Racia Discrimination to testify on
accusations made in 2007 against the Chil-
ean government. The leaders accused the
government of “environmental racism” di-
rected toward the Mapuche people. Their
complaints focused on the government’s
plan to build landfill and wastewater treat-
ment plants on Mapuche territory in Re-
gion IX, which has led to an increase in
tensionsin the region.

The Chilean government prosecutes the
Mapuche under the statute of anti-terror-
ism, which under lega procedures dating
back to the Pinochet era, allows suspects
to be held for up to ayear in pre-tria pro-
ceedings. Thisis problematic because being
charged under such legisation harms the
impartiality of the jury if and when, the
case is brought to trial. Thislaw leavesthe
Mapuche vulnerable to persecution. In
contrast, police officers are routinely pro-
tected for crimes they committed against
the indigenous. Many are protected under
military jurisdiction, which allows them to
evade persecution.

Most recently, a protester, Jaime
Codozo Cullio, was shot and killed while
occupying a Region I1X farm with 50 oth-
ers. The police report stated that he was
killed in self-defense; however, an autopsy

confirmed that police officer José Patricio
Jara Mufioz shot Codozo in the back.
Codozo was part of agroup of demonstra-
tors fleeing from the police, al of whom
were unarmed aside from a few sticks.
Such violent reactions are typicaly insti-
gated by the police. Only because of the
publicity that this particular event re-
ceived, military authorities were forced to
press charges against Mufioz.

Mapuche demonstrations in Chile are
part of a greater struggle for indigenous
rightsin Latin America, of which Peru and
Boliviaare also apart. The election of Evo
Morales, the first indigenous president of
Bolivia, brought indigenous perspectives
and issues to the political forefront across
theregion. All are fighting the same battle:
denial of land ownership rights and the
privatization of their ancestral lands.
Large-scale business projects that occupy
indigenous territory have not benefited the
indigenous communities at al, but instead
have triggered a series of protests. In Hon-
duras and Ecuador, indigenous communi-
ties have stood in opposition to the mining
industries, while the native population of
the Brazilian Amazon continues to

struggle for land rights. President Morales
has proven to be the champion of the indig-
enous community. His commitment to the
indigenous people of Bolivia has motivated
native populations in other countries
throughout Latin Americato follow suit.

Nancy Y a&hez, alawyer from the NGO
Observatorio Ciudadano stated: “I am
worried about the Mapuche’' s marginalized
position and connection being made to cer-
tain radical groups. But once the conven-
tion on its future status takes effect, Chile's
government will be obligated to finally face
its historical debt with respect to land own-
ership issues.” The Mapuche ask the
world, and especialy the Chilean govern-
ment, to recognize and respect their right
to equality. They are fighting for their
homeland, often at the cost of their own
lives. Violence is never something to be
endorsed, but at this point the indigenous
have been left with few options. Promises
of future negotiations should no longer be
tolerated; solutions that satisfy both the
Chilean government and the Mapuche must
be found.

Source: COHA, September 2009

Immigration, continued from page 8

mayor of Las Angelesand former top litigator
for the Mexican American Legd Defenseand
Educationd Fund. | know we have to give
Obama a chance. He hasn't been there long,
but he has aready been a disgppointment.

The most important thing we can do is
face up to the real work of paliticaly educat-
ing our communities. When we haveaDemo-
crat in power, we haveto fight hard for him or
her not to collgpse and converge to the right.
We can't forget that it was Presdent Clinton
who militarized this border. We can't forget it
was he who went dong with NAFTA and the
freetrade policies that have devastated our
countries to the south. 1t's been Democratic
and Republican adminigtrations dike that con-
tinueto act unilateraly with no repect for the
people south of the border.

But we might get a few things from
Obama. He might push the Dream Act, which
would alow undocumented immigrant stu-
dents who have lived in the US for more than
five years and who meet other qudlifications,
greater access to higher education. They
would be given temporary resdency for ape-
riod of six years under the Dream Act.

At great personal risk, you have lobbied
publicly for the rights of immigrants. What
keeps you grong in this unending battle?

Thepeoplegivemealot of srength. When
opponents were threatening to kill me and get
me fired, | felt protected because so many
people prayed for me. People suffer alot and
yet they give such inspirdtion. They are my
heroes and we are wimps by comparison, in-
cluding me. | could not live through what
they’ velived through.

Migration on the Mexican border has noth-
ing to do with any of thisterroriam. If we want
to do away with terrorism, we better sart ad-
dressing our world rdaionships. If we want
real security, we had better gtart funding
hedlthcare, education, jobs and infrastructure.
That makes a secure people, not this police
date that they have on top of us

If we're going to spend dl that money,
they ought to useit to investigete deception on
Wall Street and in Washington, D.C., instead
of on the border where people from Oaxaca
are coming to join their families or because
they are garving. It's an outrage. | continue to
pesk out becausewe haveto. Wejug haveto.

Source: In These Times, May 2009
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BOLIVIA: UN Honors
President Morales

On August 29, the president of the UN
Genera Assembly, Rev. Migud D’Escoto
declared Bolivian President Evo Morales as
“World Hero of Mother Earth” in a cer-
emony &t the presidential palacein La Paz.

Morales received the honor because he
helped the most in getting the United Na-
tionsto declare last April 22 as Internationa
Mother Earth Day, or “Pachamama’ as
Mother Earth is cdled in Bolivia's Aymara
indigenous language. Morales said that
honor is not his, “but for our ancestors and
the native peoples who have aways de-
fended Mother Earth.” Besides Morales, Fi-
del Castro of Cuba was named, “World
Hero of Salidarity” and the late ex-president
of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, will be honored
as “World Hero of Socid Judtice” “What
we want to do is present these three people
to the world and say that they embody vir-
tues and values worth emulation by al of
us” said D'Escoto, who like the socidist
Mordes is a staunch critic of US foreign
policy in Latin America.

Source: http://BoliviaRisingblogspot.conv
Sept.1, 2009

BRAZIL: Call for End to
Haiti Occupation

Brazilian activist organizations ddlivered
an open letter to the UN Information Center
in Rio de Janeiro on October 6, opposing the
continued presence of Brazilian troops in
Haiti. On October 13, the UN Security
Council approved a one-year extension of
the mandate for the Brazilian-led UN Stabili-
zation Mission in Haiti, a 9,000-member
military and police force, now five yearsold.

Brazilian economist Sandra Quintela, In-
dtitute of Alternative Policies for the South-
ern Cone, told the Brazilian activist news
sarvice, Adital, that there have been repeated
reports of abuses and human rightsviolations
by Brazilian soldiers againgt Haitians. She
caled Haiti a “field of experimentation”
which provided Brazilian troops with train-
ing for actionsin impoverished urban neigh-
borhoods like Rio de Janeiro. She aso noted
the connection of the occupation to the Sep-
tember 17 accord between Brazil and the US
encouraging Brazilian business operationsin

Haiti’s maquiladora sector. Maintaining
UN troops in Haiti costs a total of $600
million a year; the open letter notes: “This
amount is more than what would be neces-
sary to resolve the population’ s fundamental
problems—lack of energy, food, housing,
education and employment.”

Source: Adital, Oct. 2, 2009

CUBA: UN Condemns US
Embargo

On October 28, the UN Generd Assem-
bly voted 187-3 to again condemn the US
embargo on Cuba. For the 18" consecutive
year, the General Assembly passed thisreso-
[ution with near universa support. (Only Is-
rael and Palau voted with the US). Cdlling it
ablockade and citing the deleterious effects
on the Cuban people as wdl as the whole
world community, Atilio Baron, an Argen-
tine sociologist said, “It is not only the
George W. Bush adminigtration which has
ignored the UN General Assembly’srecom-
mendations, but its successor as well—the
current Nobel Prize winner no less, who has
continued with the same palicy...”

Source: www.atilioboron.com

PANAMA: An Accord for
US Bases

On November 4, the Panamanian gov-
ernment announced the signing of an ac-
cord with the US for establishing four
“aero-naval” basesin the Atlantic and Pa-
cific regions of the country. The accord
included US access to police bases in ad-
dition to the military aero-naval bases.

Julio Yao, an internationalist, de-
nounced the accord in the presence of
Panamanian President Martinelli and his
cabinet: “the bases put at the disposal of
the USA deepen the militarization of a
large territory...from which it will be pos-
sible to execute operations throughout the
region in a clear conspiracy against the
peaceful coexistence between people and
the peaceful solution of conflict.”

The agreement is the similar to the
one signed by Colombia and the US in
Bogota for the use of seven military
bases. Under this accord, “Panama is un-
able to exercisejurisdiction over civil and

military functions of the United States, ac-
cusations of war crimes, nor to take them
to the International Criminal Court.” Yao
said.

Source: alai-amlatina.org, Nov. 4, 2009

MEXICO: US Human
Rights Report Criticized

The US State Department Merida Initia-
tive Report makes a mockery of the intent
to include human rights concerns in the se-
curity aid package. Despite citing a six-fold
increase in human rights complaints against
the Mexican Army, failure to prosecute a
single reported case of torture, and the con-
tinued practice of military immunity from ci-
vilian courts—among many other dismal in-
dicators—the State Department justifies re-
lease of withheld funds based on empty
promises, programs yet to be implemented,
and reform policies that in practice have had
negative impacts on human rights.

Violence related to organized crime in
Mexico is a very serious problem. So are
the human rights violations and corruption
of security forces. These challenges do not
have to be viewed as mutualy exclusive.
The report glorifies the bi-national supply-
side drug war as if it were the only ap-
proach to confronting illegal drug traffick-
ing, when research shows that health-ori-
ented strategies are more cost-effective and
tend to enhance rather than violate human
rights. It fails to even mention concerns that
funneling massive amounts of US taxpay-
ers money exclusively to Mexican military,
police, and intelligence agencies actually ex-
acerbates violence, corruption, and human
rightsviolations.

The three-year Merida Initiative de-
signed by the Bush administration ends in
2010. It has not been effective in stemming
the flow of illicit drugs. It has failed spec-
tacularly in reducing violence. The power of
organized crime in Mexico is burgeoning,
including in areas that are occupied by US-
supplied military forces. Congress attached
few measurable benchmarks to the Merida
Initiative. At the end of this cycle, the public
should demand a full accounting of the re-
sults, not the intentions.

Source: Inter-American Dialogue's
Latin America Advisor, Aug. 26, 2009
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US: Limited Transparency
Approved from SOA

On October 19, Congress gpproved the
release of information on the Western Hemi-
sphere Ingtitute for Security Cooperation
(WHINSEC), formerly known as School of
the Americas SOA. The approva requires
the Pentagon to rel ease the names and enroll-
ment information of students and ingtructors
at the facility for fisca years 2009 and 2010.
But the hill fals far short of expectations by
not requiring the disclosure of the sameinfor-
mation for the years 2005 through 2008,
leaving a large hole in the public record of
who the US military trained and what was
taught to Latin American military personnel
in attendance during those years.

Moved to Ft. Benning GA in 1984, the
SOA has continued its controversid training
while cloaked in avell of secrecy by US au-
thorities. Most recently, severa leaders of the
military coup in Honduras, who ousted the
democraticaly-elected president Manuel
Zdaya, weretrained at the SOA/WHINSEC,
highlighting the enduring negative impact that
the school has had on Latin America

Source: Council of Hemispheric Affairs,
Oct. 19, 2009
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Venezuela Delagation
February 7-16, 2010

Learn about the ongoing Bolivarian
Revolution from within!

What is ALBA?

The delegation will meet with a representative from Banco del ALBA
and hear about projects designed for member countries.

Cooperatives and Social Programs.

Our group will visit classrooms and a medical clinic to learn how these
programs are being implemented. See public and private, agricultural and
urban cooperatives in action.

Participatory democracy.
Talk with campesinos who are leading their community councils and
prioritizing at the local level the issues that would best benefit the population.

Trip Leader.

The 9-day delegation will be led by Lisa Sullivan, Latin America
Coordinator for SOA Watch.

Information.

For more information and an application, please contact Dale Sorensen, 415/
924-3227 or geodalel@earthlink.net. Gound cost is $1400
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